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the Bankers' Association on the 14th May
los~t Mr. Goodenough said-

It was thought by some people that high
taxation was not all7 impediment to the pros-
perity of industry, but the banker's experi-
ence led to quite a different conclusion.
Everybody knew that one of the greatest
essentials to prosperity in business, whatever
business it might be, was the creation of re-
serves, and it was easy to understand that
when as muclh as 221-, per cent. of the profits
earned by a business which was a limited com-
pany, and possibly even a larger proportion&
in the ease of a business individually owned,
had to be paid away in taxation, as a firmt
charge, there was little opportunity left, es-
pecially in these days, to build up reserves.
They all knew that reserves were the back-
bone of every business, to meet contingeneles,
to keep the business up to date, and to pro-
v-ide the power to expand. It was the putting
back into a business of as lnrgp a proportion
of the profits as possible that ensured success:
it Wag the paying out of too large a propor-
tion of profits that weakened the business.
Reserves were inflinitely preferable to bor-
rowed capital, and. the most successful busi-
nesses in the country had been built up
through the creation of reserves. It was cer-
tain, that high taxation led to tht- export of
capital. It also incrcased unemploymnent, and
in due course defeated its own object by re-
ducing the taxable resources of the country.

I am. quite in accord with that. It shows
what will happen if we talk about either re-
pudiation of debt, or reduction of interest.
On the sane occasion the British Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Mr. Snowden, said these
words-

I have two guiding principles in my finain-
cial policy. The first is that the couintry mnust
pay its wvay---------.We have been living
nationally upon our capital in the last few
years. That may ease the taxpayers' pocket
for a moment, hut it is a policy that cannot
be long continued. The day of reckoning must
come, and the day of reckoning, has come.
My secnd principle is with regard to debt

-It is] o0 Use pavying aI debt with bor-
to"--- ' lii-ty, hInIt will never get you aliv-
vlu-rv, -xt-elit pussildv uitlinately in the bank-
i ult'y court, :inil thert-ror- I deocided, in the
initeret-ss if ound finonice, that I must make
prlivi.Aon f(or ttii' failure of last veat's re'-
eii1t, a1,-oii11it,, to tilteVt li, iiec-sn-S.-V sijnking
funld.

RonL .dW~. Milt--,: Anld Mr. Sniowden WKS
qu1ite tight too.

Hon. A. LOVEXN: Mr-. Snowden is in
a pos;ition that enables; him to secure an
acc-niate knowledge of whet is going on. Hie
is ii a pos4iin quite different from that of
'Mr. Seullin in Auistralia. I do not wish
to reflc-t upon Mr. Scullin, hat lie is quite
new to methods oif flinancve in relation to

transactions running into millions, of pounds
sterling. I do not desire to delay the House
any longer. I have dealt with the subjet
largely apart from the local position, which
I mu.st leave to a future occasion to discuss.
I1 suggest to the Government that they should
consider w-ell whantever schemes they pro-
pose to puLt before. us. I suggest to themi
that they do not rush headlong into aniy

n-ewbeenuse it mar appear- popular to
the public, or may have the effect of gain-
ig votes at a future election. I am per-

fectl- sni-e thuat the publi- of W~estern Aus-
tradia wvill appreciate their actions much
hetter if they face the position straight out,
irrespective of what the sacrifices- may be to
somae individuals. If the Gove rnment do
that, they may not gain the vote., of some
people, but they will certainly gain their
respect, and that is ass-uredl- worth more
thtan votes. I thank hon. members for lis-
tening to mne so patiently-,

On motion by Hon. G. W. 'Miles debate
adjouirned.

Housze adjourned at .7.48 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair tit 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-KANGAROO SKIN
ROYALTIES.

Mr. TIONEY asked the Chief Secretary:
In view of the costly damage to crops by
marsupials, will he consider the ibiu
tion of a bonus for the present royalty,
the loss of the royalty to he made good by
the revenuie accruing fron increased pro-
duction, increased taxation and railway
earnings?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Un-
der present financial conditions .1 cannot
recommend the abolition of the royalty
charged and in lieu thereof the payment of
a bonus.

QUESTION-WROTH BANKRUPTCY
CASE.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Did he, as Acting Premier last
month, receive a deputation including A.
J. Wroth, J. W. Eakins (a preferential
creditor), and others dealing with the
Wroth bankruptcy case? 2, Was a request
for a statement of accounts in that case,
as stated to have been disposed of by the
Official Receiver on the 18th June, 1904,
submitted to him? 3, Was the request ap-
proved? 4, If so, when will the statement
be available?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3 and 4, No. The Official
Receiver's actions are not subject to Min-
isterial control. IHe is not now even a
State officer.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Ninth Dlay-

Dlebate resumed from the previous day.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) (4.34J:
May I he permitted to pay the same com-
pliment to you, Sir, as other members have
done regarding your elevation to the
Speakership. The mantle could not have
fallen upon more worthy shoulders. This
is the tenth occasion on which T have
spoken to the Address-in-reply. The Gov-
ernor's Speech does not contain very much
of importance, and therefore I shall re-
serve many remarks I might have made
until the Premier brings down his Budget
speech. It is with great regret that I join
issue with the policy of the Government
to date, especially after their attitude on
the hustings. I hope I shall be able to con-
vince the House, and perhaps also the Gov-
ernment, that they are travelling in the
wrong direction. There is only one solu-
tion of the problem confronting us and
that lies in a vigorous policy of land set-
tlement. I do not wish to be placed in
a false position with my electors. When
I went before them. I said I thought a
change 'of Government would be in the

best interests of the country, and I still
think so. I feel that I was justified in
that opinion, because there is no doubt
that, prior to the election, the country was
in a parlous condition. There were men
walking the State from one end to the other
looking for work, and ito work was avail-
able.

Mr. Wilson: And now W~ere are bat-
talions.

Mr..J. H. SMITII: 1 thought that a
change of Glovernment, followed by a
vigorous land policy that every sensible
member knows is the only solution of our
difficulties, would have resulted in work be-
ing found for the unemployed. Unfortun-
ately, we seem to be drifting from bad to
worse. A policy of retrenchment is being
adopted, necessarily, I presume, because of
the visit of that gentleman from England
who said the ledger must be squared. Per-
haps the Premier did not enlarge suffi-
ciently on the conference proceedings;
certainly he did not give as much infor-
mation as I should have liked.

Mr. Marshall: Every Premier haes said
that ever since I have been in the House.

Hon. J. H. SMITH: I am not question-
ing the honest 'y of the Premier, but I do
question whether the methods he is adopting
arc those best calculated to square the ledger.
It is useless to take the unemployed off the
streets at Perth and pat them in a camp at
lBlackboy Hill. Many nmembers on this side
of the House have congratulated the Min-
ister for Labour on the manner in which he
has handled the unemployed problem. Al-
though the general public do not see masses
of unemployed walking the streets of Perth
crying for bread and butter, there is no
doubt that the position is becoming worse
and worse. Not only the thousand men in
Hlaekboy Camp but the thousands of men
tramp~ing the country have to be considered,
and no solution is offered of the difficulty.
As I have said, the policy of the Govern-
nent is making the position worse. The
Premier, through his Ministers, has told the
heads of departments of the policy they
mast adopt, which is one of wholesale re-
trenchment, without any thought of where
the retrenehed employees are going to be
Placed in future. It is a proper function
of' Government and1 the people expect the
Government to see that members of the
community are provided with suitable work.
Every person who is out of work represents
a loss to the producing capacity of the State.
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On the hustings the Premier, supported by
the Deputy Premier, told the people that
the aim of the Government would be to pro-
vide work and opportunity for everybody.
The people believed that this would be
achieved by a policy of land settlement.
The Premier remarked that 372 miles of
railway had been authorised but not con-
structed, and the policy of his party would
be to build those lines as soon as the money
was available. Three of those projected
railways are in the Nelson electorate. The
Premier said he anticipated no difficulty in
raising money for land settlement. We
know now that it will be impossible to
realise his expectation of borrowing £4,000,-
000. The amount of loan money allocated
to this State was reduced to a ]ittle over
£2,000,000, and later to £1,750,000. We
know that the Premier is handicapped as
a result. However, he told the people that
he would have no difficulty in fulfilling his
promises, because he would communicate
with another gentleman with a view to
arranging finance in the Old Country. He
anticipated no difficulty in setting up a sep-
arate borrowing authority, so that people
could be settled on the land to raise pro-
ducts for which there is a market within the
State. The idea was to settle people in the
South-West portion of the State. We wvere
told there would be no difficulty in getting
land that had been dedicated for forestry
purposes. But what do we find? A large
deputation from the South-West Conference
in Bunbury, consisting of representatives of
seven or eight road boards, waited on the
Premier six weeks ago and told him be could
successfully settle 4,000 or 5,000 people
from Pinjarra south along existing railway
lines. The obstacle was that the whole of
the area had been dedicated to forestry and
locked up, irrespective of whether it was
Nuitable for forestry or otherwise. The
Government have suggested a scheme of
settling a number of people at Nornalup
Inlet. That settlement will be in my elec-
torate. I am wondering whether the section
of members known as the Big Six, including
yourself, MrT. Speaker, constituted to look
after the southern portion of the State, in-
fluenced that decision. The Premier visited
the Nornalup district and returned enam-
oured of the country. After that the M.%in-
ister for Lands went to see it. Then fol-
lowed the decision to initiate a land settle-
ment scheme at Nornalup Inlet. The mem-
ber for Fremnantle (AMr. Sleeman) last night

said that such a scheme would destroy five
million pounds' worth of valuable timber.
I know the land in question to be particu-
larly good land.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Let us go to that
part of the South-West where the good land
does not carry timber.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Good land carries a
variety of timbers. I was wondering where
the member for Fremantle derived his in-
formation from. I do not think we need
pa y much heed to it.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you agree with the de-
struction of the timber there to settle people
on the land?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Certainly I do.
Where is the market for that timber to-day?
Any man who speaks about timber should
have a good knowledge of soils. I do not
know where the member for Guildford
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) obtained his infor-
mation. Rarri is a most valuable timber.
If the lion, member was referring to red-
gum, which is a useless timber, I could un-
derstand his remark. In my opinion, the
members for F'remnantle and Guildford have
no more knowledge than I have of where
the proposed area is.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: It is in the karri
belt.

-Mr. J. H. SMITH: It may be. However,
over-mature karri growing among redgum is
of no use. The member for Fremantle said
that tingle-tingle and other valuable timbers
would be destroyed. I am quite convinced
that the gentleman now at the head of the
Forests Department will not allow one stick
of km-ri or jan-nh to be taken, even though
mediocre in qjuality, if he has the final
say on the subject. I am not opposed
to the Nornalup scheme, but I consider
that it could have waited until lands along-
side existing railways, and closer to the
markets, were settled. The Minister for
Lands recently showed me a plan of the
country between Nannup and Bridgetown,
beyond Smithfield, which was classified and
surveyed for group settlement. The pro-
ject wvas not proceeded with, and now I learn,
to my surprise, that the Forests Department
have taken the land back and dedicated it.

The Minister for Forests: It is not de-
dicated.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I understand from
the Government that the Forests Depart-
ment are now sending an inspector of their
own to decide whether that land should be
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made available for settlement. What a
dreadful departure that represents from the
Premier's declaration on the hustings that
the only solution of our problems is to be
found in land settlement! Now we learn
from the Minister for Lands that the Con-
servator of Forests is sending an inspector
to decide the question. That is really an
appeal from Caesar 'to Caesar. Something
more effective must be done if the South-
W~est is not to continue to stifle owing to
dedication of country to forest purposes.

The Minister for Forests: Do you know
how much south-western land has been de-
dicated for forest purposes?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Three million acres.
The Minister for Railways knows all about
the good land in the South-West. The man-
tle of the Minister for Forests has fallen
on the same shoulders that wore it some
years ago.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts he as had as I was?,
Mr. J. H. SMITH: No; that is impossible.
Hon. P. Collier: He has some way to go,

then.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: Years ago I endeav-

onred. to show the present Minister for For-
ests where he could secure within 12 months
up to £100,000 in royalties. But no; private
persons got all that. The timber depreciated
year by year, and thousands of valuable
trees were destroyed by fires. I have every
proper respect for thel earnestness of the
Government with regard to laud settlement.
I wish, however, to draw their attention to
the success which South-Western settlers
have made in intense culture, growing of fat
lambs, and kindred activities. Notwith-
standing these snccesses, until the Govern-
ment afford facilities for settlement of south-
western lands by the sons and grandsons of
settlers of 60 to 80 years' standing, the great
South-West must remain stagnant.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Is there not a good
deal of wnimproved alienated land in the
South-West?

Mr. J. HT. SMITH: Not so much.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: A good many thou-

sand acres.
Mr. i. H. SMITH: If the hon. member

can show me 1,000 acres of unimproved alien-
ated land south of Bunbury, possibly I shall
agree with hint. I do not know of 1,000
acres held unimproved there. I know Seve-
ral men in the South-West -who have 3,000
or 4,000 acres and are milking a couple of

hundred dairy cows. I do not begrudge those
men their holdings of 3,000 or 4,000 acres.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Would you say
that 8,000 or 4,000 acres are needed to carry
200 head of stock?

Mr. J. H. -SMITH: I can give figures if
the hon. member desires them. The men
I have in mind carry hundreds of cattle, and
thousands of sheep. In sonic instances the
3,000 oi 4,000 acres are wholly improved
We learn every day something about the
problems of the South-West. A great deal
was learnt, perhaps expensively, from the
group settlements. To-day, however, men
thin out their lands and ringbark, and then
sow clover and other grasses after a burn
with wonderful results. A deputation from
the South-West told the Premier of the mnar-
vellous possibilities of the land there, and
about men who had made good. Not one
member of that deputation would exagger-
ate a single iota.

Hon. P. Collier: Were you silent then?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I would not have been
silent if the hon. member interjecting lad
been there. The Premier was impressed, and
ultimately informed the deputation that he
would go into the matter. But to-day we
find that practically nothing- is being done.

The M4inister for Forests: That is not cor-
rect.-

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We have not heard
what is being done. How much longer can
unemployed people afford to he out of work?
I state my view of the country's require-
ments, irrespective of any party.

Mr. Willcock-: Second thoughts are hest.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: There are no second

thoughts in my case. As regards the For-
ests Department, we have had figures con-
cerning wvages and salaries paid by that de-
partment and its collections in the shape of
royalties. A Very remarkable fact is that
the royalties being collected to-day by the
Forests Department are being collected from
other State departments. Royalty on piles
and poles has risen by 180 per cent. during
the last 12 months. On S0ft. piles, required
for railways, bridges and harbour works,
the royalty has been increased almost 200
per cent. I presume the Minister for For-
ests will not contradict that statement.

The Minister for Forests: I anm not con-
tradicting anything just -now. I will later
on.
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Mlr. J. i. SMITH: I ant asking for the
facts.

The Minister for Pore-ts: Y'ou will get
tl."m.

Ar. J. H. SMITH1: I hope that when the
Budget is brought down, the Premier will
enlighten us somewhat as to what is to be
done for the settlement of the Routh-WVest.
1 am glad to acknowledge that something-
has; been achieved in the way of irrigation at
Harvey. The solution of the problem of
the' lojw-lying country from rinjarra right
alonge the coast to Albany will he found "in
drainage and irrigation. At Harvey tile
Giovernmient have dlone something that is
essential and that will in the near future
prove reproductive. I must comfplain3, how-
ever, that year after yvear conferences held
in the South-West and elsewhere devote a
good deal of tboulht and ftme and spend a
good deal -if inolte-'y Oi the carrying of rest-
lutions, which a re submitted t o the
Government, and that thereafter noth-
ing more is heard otf these matters.
W~hen xve Mentioned that we had knowledge
of land that would cnable uu'u to he ab-
sovijeil we were told that thei land would
he thrown open and a.t, s~ytemi of contract
clearing inaugurated. Thea when the laud
hadl lbeen prepared, applicatioits wvould be
called for block,; and men would be able
to secure holdings, preference to be given
to our own people. Wevwere also told that if
anyone required land in the South-West he
should write to the Under Sevretary. and the
matter would receiv-e consideration. It has
been the customa for at considerable time for
people who aipply for holdings, where not
a stick of timbler is growing, to have their
applications, sent on to the Forests IDepart,
mnent and almost invariably the reply re-
ceived has been that the area concerned was
reserved for forest purposes. Without any
exaggeration, I am sure there must be 50
people who have applied for land already,
and there are 100 or more in my electorate
who would like to get blocks to-morrow.
'We have brought out people from the Old
Land, and established them in the group
settlements. Manny of them have five or six
g-rowing boys, some of them nearly 21 years
of age. There is. no avenue of employment
for them. The holdings. there are of 100
acres oly. and the settlers in some instances.,
have 1.9 cows, the proceeds from which have
to maintain them mid enable them to pay
interest and other eharges. Many' of thle bov'4

are at a marriageable age, and desire to

get holdings of their own. Yet aot an acre
of land is available for them because vast
aIreas art, dedicated to forest purposes. Peo-
pil- are often inclined to say, 'What a won-
derf id asset our forests, have been to West-
erni Australia !" Timber sent overseas front
W eSttelli Au.,tral a reprersented about
£158,,0U,000 worth, yet to-day tile timber
indlustry is in a deplorable condition. Africa,
India, England, and Geruianv, our- biggest
eustomiers, are using steel sleepers i pre-
ference to hardwood sleepers, Notwitli-
standing that tact, we continue our enor-
mona11 expenditure on reforestation and
block miany thousands of acres of valuable
land from being used for agricultural pur-
poses. l have plans showing that within
at radius of 20 miles of Mnnjimup-the
pilts are those of Mr, Terry, a qualified
surveyor who knows the South-Wes[rt
A to Z-showing how we can obtain at least
100 farms of 400 acres each. The laud is all
first-class, and is not heavily timbered.

The Minmister for Lands: Is it close to a
raili way

'Mr. J. H. SMITH: Within a radios of
20 miles of a railway. The Premaier knows
all about it. This is one instance only, of
what I remarked upon a moment ago when
1 said that a deputation had waited upon the
Government regaIrding the position in the
South-'West. We told the Premier how many
people it was possible to settle within a
ra'dins of 10 miles of existing railways. The
areas are close to markets, with butter fac-
tories available within a few miles to take
the settlers' cream. I understand the Mill-
ister for Lands intends visiting Gtreen bushes
anid lialingo-tp, centres that used to be in my'
electorate. He will see sonic of the country
I refer to there, and will be able to appre-
ciate what it means, fie will be able to see
the Catterick group. I have visited all the
groups, ad I have no hesitation iii sayving
that the one I refer to represents one of the
brightest spots5 in the whole scheme. At one
timne that area was forest country. When
M1r. Angwin was Mlinister for L~ands and
Group Settlement, the Conservator of For-
estsA sent anl army of men down to ringbark
the timber in that area. Mfr. Angwin put
his foot down, and said, "I require this
country for group settlement purposes." It

ione of' tile he'dt areas in thle 'Southl-we-t

tod~.Sleeper cutters went into the numi-

376
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ends of load: of sleepers. Something dras-
tic should he done as quickly as possible to
ascertain if it is not possible to curtail the
powers the Conservator of Forests enjoys
to-day. The Parliaiment that gave the exist-
ing powers to the Consei-vator was drawn
from the political parties now in office, but
no one thought for a moment that those
powers would be so far-reaching. On top of
that, whe-n the Conservator has a Minister
for Forests in absolute accord with his views,
a Minister who can see nothing but trees and
who considers that the salvation of the whole
world rests upon jarrab and karri, and when
such a Minister can say, "Yes, irrespective
of classification and whether it is agricul-
tural land, I will dedicate the whole of the
area you require for forest purposes," the
position becomes intolerable. That was dlone
by the es-Minister for Forests.

lion. P. Collier: That is absolutely incor-
rect. You used the words "irrespective of
classification." Not an acre was dedicated
under those conditions.

Mr. J1. H1. SMITH: But that classification
was by the F'orests Department officers
themselves. The classification was not made
by the officers of the lAnds Department.
The men who Went down to do the classifi-
cation hardly knew what a compass meant.
They walked along a line for three or four
miles in one direction, turned for half a
mile and walked back. They then, said there
were so many loads of timber to the acre,
and therefore the land was dedicated to
forest purposes.

The Minister for For-ests: I will wager
you that those men w-ere not 10 per cent.
out in their loadage.

Hon. P. Collie,-: Time classification was
carefully carried out.

Mr. J. H. SMITE : Jarrah is one of the
finest hardwoods in the world to-day, but
there is more wtaste in a jalra]] log thlan
with any other Australian hardwood. The
same applies to a great extent to karri.. Let
hon. members ask any sawmiller or sleeper
tutter whether he can get 50 per cent. out
of a jairrab log. When the Minister for
Railways says lie is prepared to make a
wager with me, I will give him an indication
of how the classification was made.

The Minister for Forests: I do not care
how it was made.

Ifr. 3. HI. SMITH: The Minister may
not care; he may be going to the cou'itry
soon!

Mr. Pantoix: I did not think the Govern-
int would last too long.

Mr..J. Hi. SMITH; Does the Minister
know how the classification was made!
Formerly the loadage was 16 to the acre for
karri anid j'our ['or jinrrali -Now that con-
sideration is left entirely to the discretion
of the Conservator of Forests. There may
lie half a load only, but he may decide that
the area must be dedicated for forest pur-
poses.

The Minister for Forests: That is not
correct.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: In the South-West
it is "-eli known that there may be two
j arrahi trees to an acre or even a quarter
of an acre, each carrying from six to eight
loads. No"- that loadage is spread over four
or five or ten acres. To my mind there is
only one section of the country that should
Ibe set aside specifically for forest purposes,
and that is represented by the rough, hilly
country where tile jarrab grows best. The
best of the country should be thrown open
for agriculture. What condition is the tim-
her industry in to-day?

Hen. P. Collier: But timber is not like
a 1ples..[t will not wither if not picked
this year.

Mr.E . S-MITi-: Apples grow every
year, but the timber takes 200 years to gcow
under your policy, aid even then We Rye
not sure anbout it. Thousands of pounds
ale being squandered on reforestation.

Hon. P. Collier: Good work too; money
well spent-

Mr. J. H. SMITH; We know what the
position of the timber industry is to day.
Mills are closed down all over the country-
What is the reason for that? It is that the
people are not using the timber.

Hon. P. Collier: Therefore we most close
down the mills!

Mr. J1. H. SMITH; Let hon. members walk
about the streets of Perth and look at the
buildings that are being erected. They are
of concrete and steel, with very little timber
used in the construction. The same thing
applies throughout every country in the
World. Our best customers are not using
timber now. What is the good, therefore,
of locking up huge areas of country for
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forest purposes when the only stable indus-
try we have requires more qnd more land
for cultivation? Men are being thrown out
of employment in the timber industry and
have to find frezh avenues for labour. I
understand it is only a question S f time when
the position will affect the Statc sawnulls,
It looks doubtful whether they will be able
to continue operating. In fact there is a pos-
sibility that the State sawmills will have to
work half-time in the future, a--d should that
happen, then the whole of the nmills in the
South-West will have been clored down or
put on half time. Despite that, we fol -r
the foolish policy of permitting, under on
Act of 'Parliament, one mian to possess the
power of locking up large areas of country
for all time. Had the existing Act been
in force in years gone by-there would not
have been a single town in the South-West
to-day. The whole of the rich area under
cultivation originally carried as much, if not
r-ore, timber itan areas held to-day by the
Forests Department.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You contradicted
me when I said that.

MrT. J. H. SMITH:- I was not contradict-
ing the hon. member; I am now pointing
out that there is a part of the country that
should he set aside for forest purposes. I
refer to the rough ironstone hills where the
jarrab grows at its best. T want to see the
land that is suitable, for agricultural pur-
poses thrown open for settlement, and I will
fight to that end. I wish to speak of group
settlement and the problems attached to
group settlement. I strongly resent many
of the slurs and innuendoes that have been
east at group settlement in the South-West.
When the scheme was inaugurated every
member of the Chamber agreed that it pre-
sented a wonderful opportunity to get cheap
money, and that there was a great future
awaiting such a scheme. We thought then
that our South-West was going to be opened
up and developed on right lines. Even to-
day I am satisfied that if the original policy
had been continued the South-West wculd
have been developed on right lires, Tnit I
know now that the settlers themselves are
having a particularly bad time. Yet they
have done a great deal; they have educated
the old farmers and shown them what can
he effected by intenase culture. Batter 7n
tories are now springing up all over the
South-West. But the overhead costs of the

scheme have been so great, we have had such
a writing down in order to give the settlers
a chance to make a livelihood, that people
outside are inclined to ridicule the scheme
and point to the great loss that group settle-
ment has been to the State. I know that
every Minister that has tackled this group
settlement problem has tackled it according
to his own lights. I know that a great deal
of money has been unnecessarily expended
down there, and I know that settlers have
been kept on for years working under a con-
tract system, and have been trained as clearers
instead of as farmers for the last seven or
eight years, until to-day there is ar enorm-
ous load piled up against group settlement.
I am well aware that costly mistakes ha.,ve
been made on the Peel Estate. T have often
been twitted with the mistakes made in the
Northeli~e area.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: Pretty serious mis-
takes, too.

Mr. J. H1. SMITH. Of course ;'.ey we-e-
But in the original scheme for- the develop-
ment of the Northcliffe area there il: a sys-
tent of drainage. Not a penny piece has ever
been spent on drainage in that area.
The same thing, applied to Bussel-
ton, but the drainage was put in
there, although not at Northcliffe.
So when the er-Minister 'went to North-
eliffe he found all the flats under water, and
consequently transferred the group settlers
to Westeliffe and other places. The Min-
ister then in charge of group settlement
told the settlers that they were going on to
beautiful country; and I agree that it is
beautiful country.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Kerni and red-
gum-

nr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, and beautiful
country. The Minister then in charge of
group settlement told the settlers that if
they went out to those new areas they would
not be penalised, but would have a fair dleal
and a splendid chance to make good. They
-went out to thos;e new areas, and to-day
those men are in a very serious position. I
am only sorry that as yet there has not been
opportunity to get the M1inister now in
charge of group settlement down there and
let him talk to the men themselves and learn
the serious position they are in, and see if
some measure of relief cannot be accorded
them. They are a good class of men and
have been on group settlements for a con-
siderable time. It came very hard on them,
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having been allowed as contractors to earn
up to £20 per month, to have to go back on
to something less than the sustenance allow-
ance with which group settlement was first
established. Those people are in dire diff-
culties respecting their sons. Here again I
say those people will be strangled if this
policy of locking up the land is not discon-
tinued. The sons of those settlers want to
follow the same calling as their fathers, and
so it becomes necessary to find them land on
which to continue their expansion. Another
problem in regard to group settlement is the
sterility of stock. We have down there
amongst the stock an awful complaint which
has been diagnosed as contagious abor-
tion. And another great crime is this,
that now that the settlers are endeavour-
ing to start out oh their own, there is no
stock with which they can make a start, and
consequently they are at a standstill, al-
though on the finest country. We have been
up against the question of stock for years
past, and I blame the late Government for
not having made some provision for stock.
They had six years in which to do it, and
had they done it, the settlers to-day wonld
be able to secure the stock they require.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: How are you going
to stock the new areas?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Had the previous
Government made provision for it six years
ago, there would have been plenty of stock
to-day. Dealing in stock has become quite
a business in this State as well as in the
Eastern States. Had a proper policy been
put in hand six years ago we would have
bought stock and held it, and so today we
would have had sufficient stock even for the
new areas, stock by the best pedigreed bulls.
But to-day we have no stock for those
settlers. So what is the use of saying to
them, "You must now go on your own." To
do that they must have 15 or 16 decent cows;
otherwise it is of no use attempting to go
on an area and make a living. I was speak-
ing of the sterility of the stock and this
dreadful complaint found in the herds of
the South-West. I understand the Veterin-
ary Department are doing their utmost to
combat it, and I believe that in consequence
of those measures taken many animals that
have not been getting in calf are now show-
ing signs of coming in for next season. One
matter I wish to refer to is the railway be-
tween Pemberton and Northcliffe. I want
to quote what was done by the Migration
and Development Commission. In order to

make sure, I have looked up this matter, and
I find that certain railways were sanctioned
by the Migration and Development Commis-
sion in 1926-27 out of the 34 millions of
cheap money. First there was the Pember-
ton-Denmark railway. One section has been
completed. Then there was the Boyu
Brook-Craubrook line, which has not been
built. Also there was the Norseman-
Salmon Gums line, which has been com-
pleted. Then there were the drainage
schemes at Basselton and at Northcliffe.
All these works were sanctioned by the
Migration and Development Commission in
1926-27. Railways that were not sanctioned
by that Commission in 1926-27 were the
Flinders Bay-Margaret River line, and the
Busselton-Margarat River line, notwith-
standing which both those lines have since
been built. So, also, has the Biandiag-
Northward railway, which was not sanc-
tioned by the Migration and Development
Commission. All these works have been
built out of cheap money without the sanc-
tion of that Commission. Again, the 3,600
farms scheme was never sanctioned by that
Commission, nor was the 300 wheat farms
scheme. The members of that Commission
took all the evidence placed before them by
the Government and then said, "Yes, these
works must he carried out immediately, and
out of this cheap money." But it is the
other works, the unsanctioned works, that
have been completed. Coming dowvn to
1928-29, we find that the Pemberton-North-
cliffe railway has been struck off the list,
and we find also that the Boyup Brook-
Craubrook railway has been struck off in
the same way. So too, the drainage scheme
at Northcliffe. The House is entitled to an
explanation of the reasons why those works
were not constructed with the cheap money.
While I am on the subject of the Pemberton-
Northeliffe railway, I should like to say
that the es-Minister for Group Settlement
after personal inspection agreed that the
country at Westcliffe was amongst the finest
he had ever seen. He said that if he were
a young man he would not hesitate to go
down into that district and develop a farm.
The es-Minister knows full well that that
area is 35 miles from an existing railway. I
have heard a rumour-I do not know
whether there be any truth in it-that there
is a possibility of the work on the railway
between Pemberton and Northeliffe being
discontinued. However that may be, I un-
derstand that there is every likelihood Of
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the railways on the eastern wheat belt being
continued and even extended, because they
have to pick up the wheat that is grown
there. The settlers in the South-West are
endeavouring to farm in order to establish
themselves in the dairying industry. They
have to deal with a perishable commodity,
and cart their cream from Northeliffe 35
miles to a railway in order that it might be
carried in to the butter factory at M1anjimup.
Again, those settlers are using thousands of
tous of fertiliser. They should have had a
railway when the group settlement scheme
was first established. The proposal was put
up, and I remember that -when the Legisla-
tive Council turned it down the Premier sat
in this Chamber looking most disconsolate
and dejected. Those settlers to-day are still
carting their superphosphates over 35 miles
of road. In those circumstances is it pos-
sible for them to make their holdings
pay? I say, absolutely no. if this
railway is not to be completed, if the work
is to be discontinued there will -be some-
thing doing, especially if the other railways
are carried to a conclusion. I have remarked
before that 60-lb. rails are being used
in that job. That weight of rail is quite
unnecessary, for 40-lb. rails would be suffi-
cient. I am particularly desirous that the
settlers in that area shall be served by that
railway for which they have been waiting
something like seven years. I propose to
read to the Rouse the official report of the
Migration and Development Commission
1926-27. We know that the works then re-
commended by the Commission are stili un-
completed although other works -ansanctioned
by that Commission have been completed.
However, I do not begrudge other parts oC
the State anything to which they are en-
titled; my' ambition is to see that the people
in my electorate receive what is due to thcut.
Everyone who has read the report upon. the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway has, with
the exception of the late Government, been
deeply imprtssed. It is a shame that the
settlers there were not served by a railway
M;oltc 20 years ago. Two advisory boards6,
one in 1911 and another in 1924, reported
favourably upon the proposition. A Bill
was introduced, and the Govenimenit said
they intended to bunild the line. That is what
they have said on every occasion. By a
stroke of good -luck, from some information
we received, we found, when we were pro-
inisd the railwny~thnt the M[igrationi Comn-

mission had been told by the State Govern-
ment that they did not require the railway
to be built out of cheap money and that
it should remain in abeyance. That is one
of the worst things that could have hap-
pened. I cannot understand why the Pre-
mnier, or hlis Deputy, did not tell the deputa-
tion which waited upon him what was going
on. Those who made up the deputation had
travelled a considerable distance at great
cost to themselves. They should have been
told that the project was withdrawn from
the sphere (f cheap money, and th.ey should
not hrne been led to entertain hope to the
contrary. The reports of the boards I bare
retferred to speak for themselves. When we
waited as a deputation on the Acting Pre-
inier the other day, and- gave him these re-
ports and, told him of the wonderful possi-
bilities of that part of the State, he was
astonished. He gave us an assurance that
the line would be built as soon as possible.

Mr. Wilson: When money was available.
Mr. J1. H. S3HTH: Yes. I hope it will

not be long before it is available. I now
wish to refer to the proposal to reduce the
salary of members.

'Mr. Paniton: That miakes you sit up.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: It does not make me

sit up any more than it does the bon. mern-
her. I oppose any reduction in members'
salaries, and intend to oppose it on the floor
of the House, unless the whole system is
altered.

Mir. Panton: You will have a lot of mates.
Kllr. J. HE. SMITH: In other parts of Aus-

tralia Goverunets are asking all sections
of the community to make sacrifices. 1 wold4
point out that something canl be dot~e. 10or

the benefit of the country to create ouiplhy-
inent for large numbers of people. It is well
known that already people onl the lower
rungs of the ladder arc being taxed on be-
half of those who are not in employment.
Every member of any organisation or union,
who is in employment, is contributing some-
thing to the men arid women who are out
of work. Most of them are paying from 2a.
to 5s. at week, and sometimes more than that
out of their earning-s.

Mr. Panton: Qute right.
Mr. J. H. S'IUTH: I in opposed to re-

dutcing- wages. I believe the economic pres-
sure will gradually reduce them as the cost
of living erines down, andi there will thmnal
he no alteration in the spending power of
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the wage carner, It is better that the Gov-
ement should impose a general tax and
thus dt; something- for the iunemployed. They
could start a tax of Id. or 2d. upon those who
are earning the least, ranging from persons
rcreiving Ui a week to those in receipt of
the basic wage. This tax c ould be collected
every week. Beyond the basic wage the
weekily tix could be increased. I do not
think anyone would, in such circumstances,
Object to a reduction in parliamentary' allow-
anees, bwt we are entitled to object to it in
the present circumstances. Each one of us;
who has any heart at all is giving away bait
his receipts. Anyone who has about him a
touch of humanity and who meets people lie
knows in the streets, while they are walking-
about looking for work, cannot help giving
away one of the twon shillings he has in his
pocket, and sometimes he gives both. This
happens to ninny members of Parliament.
Why cannot tile Government bring in a tax
that everyone, f rom the lowest to the highest,
M.,Iy contribute something on a graduated
Scale towards an imuprovement Of tile posi-
tion?

Hon. P. Colier: A comprehensive tax.

M~r. J. H. SMIH1: The matter is too seri-
ous to joke about. By this means, I assume,
the Treasurer would receive at least half a
milliont a year. Hfe would get U1V mkoney
in everyV week, and would be providedl with
the mea111. to create employment. Those
who were engaged for work would in turn
contribute their share, and the whole thing
would be like the roll ing snowball whichi
grows bigger the longer it rolls. Men could
he put on to reproductive works, the Can:oe-
way could he widened, railways could be
linilt, irrigation and drainage schemes could
be started, and gradually the State could
mak~e headway so that everyone would evcna-
tually have steady work in front of him.

Mr. Wilson: The ladder to heaven.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: To-day we are tmav-

elling along the road to hiell. Things are
going from bad to worse. We appreciate
the difficulties with which the Premier IS
confronted. He has said to his Ministers,
"You must square the ledger; you must re-
trenceh, so-and-so must go." Blaekboy Camp
is, fuill of unemployed and already contains
1.000 me". The Government are making
roads in the National Park. That is not
reproductive work. it can hardly be calledl
work at all. It really amounts to the dole

siystem, which is noe good to anyone. The
Charities Departmlent is overloaded with

vass..andthecountry is seething iiuet

ployed mien and women. Not only in the
metropoltitan area, but throughout the coun-
try, there are ix-oie out of work. The
Solution of the Govertnent is to retrench.
They saty the railways must lie made to pay,.
Ever-v man over 6.5 years of age has to g,,et
out. What will he do except draw the old-
age pension? Many engine-drivers of 65
are just as eapable as others oE 40. If a
man of 40 cannot pass the eyesight test he is
rtduced to somie lower position. If a m~an
is not capable of riding on the footplate, an
inspector tells him he must take a care-
taker's job, or some other work that he can
do. If it is logical to Put out Of employment
mn of 65, without arty pension or superan-
nuation, it is just as log-ical to pass an Act
that no man may become a member of Par--
linwt after passing the age of 65.

Mr. Richardson: No.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: Thle Government say

they moat get rid of thle old hands. But
what will become of them!

Mr. Marshall:- Whiskers become wisdom
here!

Mr. 3. II. SMITH: Men -who are getting
on in years are told to go, irrespective of
their responsibilities. It i.; customary for
people with -responsibilities to live up to
their means, because of the high cost of liv-
ing. Then the Government say to the young
men, "We have to retrench you, but you may
be brought hack later on." Could not work
be rationed? Is it necessary to retrench
in this way? What is to become of the
young men when they are turned out of
their employment? There should he a ration-
ing of work, or, some scheme of that sort,
before all this retrenchment is indulged in.

The Minister for Railways: The men will
not agree to be rationed.

Mr-. J. H. SMITH:- They should be com-
pelled to do it.

The Minister for Railways: We have no
trouble in those departments where the em-
ployees have agreed to the rationing, such
as the Tramways.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The railway em-
ployee should jump at it.

The M1inister for Railways: 'No, because
they know they are safe as they are.

Mr. J,1. I. SMITH: l During the peak
Period engine-drivers who usually receive

381
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from £E13 to £14 a fortnight, will be working
overtime, and their wages will rise to £E10
or £E18 a fortnight. When men of 65 are
told to go, they might as well make a hole
in the Swan River. Practically the same
thuing applies to young men. Where are they
to get other employment? Something must
be done without delay. I believe it is in-
tended to introduce legislation to deal with
the competition against the railways. I
struck a discordant note some time ago
when I referred to the foolishness of build-
ing highwawy parallel to existing railways
and thus taking- away the trade that legiti-
mately belongs to the railways. It is too
late now to do much in that direction. The
reason why the railways are losing money
is that the roads permit of considerable
competition with them because the two
thoroughfares run side by side.

Mr. Doney: But the roads were there be-
fore the railways.

.Mr. J. H.L SMITH: The same class of road
was not being built then, the class that will
carry motor traffic travelling at 50 miles an
hour. Modern traffic means high cost of
maintenance. There is competition -with the
railways now in the matter both of wool
and wheat, as well as of passengers. The
old policy is wrong and must be altered;
if it is altered the railways will again pay
their way. We hear people say that more
freight should be charged on super. It is
impossible for the farmers to pay more than
they do. The other night the member for
South Fremnantle struck a pessimistic note
when he expressed tho opinion that 75 per
cent. of our farmers would next year find
themselves iii the bankruptcy court. That
is a dreadful thing to contemplate.

Hon. P. Collier: At the present price of
wheat that is likely to be so.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have always mnain-
tained that a man cannot live by wheat
alone. I have said that the price must come
down to such an extent that the wheat farmer
will be up against it as much as the timber
worker.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And the dairy
farmer.

-,%r. T1. HI. SMITH: Very possibly. It
is no good being pessimistic before it is
necessary. T know to what the hion. member-
is referring and that the time mnay be cnn-
ing when the dairy farmer may also sunffer.
The problem we are up against is that of

the man who is growing wheat only. I have
been inf ormed by those who should know that
it is impossible for such men to carry on.
I hope the hon. member is not rigoht in
his prognost icat ions, but it is & very
serious thing to contemplate. The same
thing applies to wool, and those who
are engaged in the wool industry to-day
are having a particularly had time. More-
over, the position is being aggravated by
the shearers. I was surprised at a remark
made by the member for Leederv.lle (Mr.
Panton) the other night when he aid that
the shearers were quit e justified in breaking
away from the award.

Mr. Panton: On a point of omder. I said
nothing of the sort, and I ask that the re-
mark he withdmawn. The hon. member de-
clared that I said the shearers were quite
justified in breaking the award. I did not
say anything of the kind.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Leeder-
yiile takes exception to the remark of the
mnember for Nelson.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I will withdraw but
will refer to "Hansard" to see what the
hen. member actually did say.

Member: He never said anything about
the shearers in his speech.

Mr. J. 11. SMITH: At any rate, we find
the position is being aggravated by the ac-
tion of the A.W.U. men who will not abide
by the award given by Judge Detbridge. The
A.W. does not take the responsibility for
the existing position, but that body has or-
ganisers in the pastoral areas and I do not
suppose those organisers are there to uige
the shearers to work under the award. I
have spoken to a few men who are inter-
ested in the pastoral industry and the she .)--
ing contracts, and they told me that the men
shearing under the existing award, in ten
days-including two wet days-averaged £1.3
odd per man. In these times it is a good
thing for a man to he able to earn that
amnount of money. Of course, some people
say that this is Just seasonal work, but, ii
is not seasonal at present, and I eon:i irr
that the shearers are absolutely wrong in
not ahidini' by the award, If this kind of
thing- continues it will mean that the whole
fabric of arbitration will break down and
perhaps we shall gret down to the old-time
arrangemnent when men were palid by rsults
and those who could not do the job bad to
go. I do not propose to take up any funr-
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ther time of the House except to say that
I do not see ally solution of the problem
of unemployment, and that I do not
see any chance of our getting further
forward by a reduction of members' sal-
aries, a reduction which may be extended
to the civil service. Every reasonable per-
son will agree that sacrifices must be made
by all in Western Australia. In fact, sac-
rifices are being made to-day, and I think
these should apply to the whole country. I
trust the Government will be able to find
some solution of the problems that are con-
fronting them. I regret to know that the
State is hard up against it in respect of fin-
ance; I regret to know that the whole of
Australia is in that position, hut I do know
that we shall not get anywhere by repudia-
tion, or by continuing the dole syst~ai arid
having men at Blnckboy and feeding them
through the Charities Department in Perth.
Neither shall we get anywhere by asking-
public bodies to contribute a certain amontt
and the Government doing likewise so :15
to find employment. The local bodies are
employing- every possible man in the dif-
ferent districts% to-day. The farmers are
carrying the community to a great extent at
the present time.

M-. Marshall: Altogether.

Mr. J. H. SM1ITH: I do not know about
altogether, but I do know that many are in
a precarious position and are doing the best
they possibly can. I shall not refer to
the banking institutions or to the questin
of the financial position of Australia as
compared with that of other countries of
the world. Before I conclude I will make
one more appeal to the Government in re-
gard to the south-western part of the State
and urge them to hurry up with their policy
of land settlement. I appeal also to the
Minister in charge of forests to see whether
it is not possible to do something in the
way of giving employment to the men who
have been engaged in the timber industry
all their lives. These men are cutt ing sleepers
for £E3 15s. and I believe the present Gov-
ernment are following up the pernicious
system adopted by several other Govern-
ments of buying sleepers at about half their
original price---sleepers cut by foreign lab-
our-and putting, them into the railways. I
am looking for some information on this
subject and when I get it shall refer to the

matter again. I support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

MIL ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.53]: 1
was very glad indeed to read in the Gov-
ernor's Speech that His Excellency had con-
sented to remain with us another year. I
feel certain I am voicing the opinion of
most of my constituents when I say that
they too are very pleased because His Ex-
cellency has gone out of his way on several
occasions to visit the pastoral areas. People
who are obliged to live in the isolation of
station life certainly do appreciate visitors
and especially one who represents Royalty.
I should also like to join the other members
who have spoken, in congratulating you,
Mr. Speaker, upon your obtaining the high
office to which you have been elected. Ref-
erence has been made to the long and valu-
able services you have rendered in the Par-
liament of the State, but we older members
also recollect the five years in which you
gave valuable service as Mayor of Clare-
mont, followed later on as Mayor of this
bright city of Perth. That again was fol-
lowed by some 23 years of Parliamentary
life-nearly a third of a man's life devoted
to the service of his country. We are all
pleased that at last you have obtained the
blue ribbon of Parliamentary life in West-
ern Australia. May you live long to enjoy
it. During the last few years I have had
the opportunity of visiting nearly every
Parliament in Australia and I can say with-
out the slightest hesitation that this House
is the most dignified and the best behaved
in the Commonwealth. For that I think we
have to thank the two previous Speakers-
the Hon. G. Taylor and the Ron. T. Walker.
I feel certain now that the House will not
lose anything under your guidance. Hon.
members have congratulated the Govern-
ment on their assumption of office. I am
not going to join in that congratulation;
indeed, I think the congratulations should
be extended to the Leader of the Opposition
and those who were associated with him for
having got away from the Treasury bench
during the present trying time. Whilst I
do not congratulate the Government, I cer-
tainly do admire and sympathise with them
because I am sure that when they took office
they had no idea of the nature of the job
that was before them.

Mr-. Wilieck: Would you too, like
Horatius, be prepared to hold the bridge?
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Mr. ANGELO: I assure the lion. member Mi. lMatriall: You said nothing.
that I am a man who realisies his limitations
and I amn quite satisfied that we have the
best men in possession of thle Treasury
beach it is possible to get on this side of
the House.

Mr. Panto,:: Y'ou are the first one that
has admitted it.

Mr, ANGELOA: Sonmc reference has been
made to tile promises of the Leader of the
Government and other members, made dur-
ing the elections. I admit that promises
were made, but we should all acknowledge
that in March and April the position was
totally different front what it is to-day. We
knew that the glass was falling, but I do not
think anyone realised that the storm was so
close, not- did we imagine what an extensive
storm it was going- to be. I had thle vr~vi-
lege of addressing my electors a good deal
later than the Premier and some other mim-
bers, and I hadl a grreater knowledge then
about the serious economic position of Aus,-
trahia.

lion. 11. Collier: I addressed the electors
ait the same time as you did.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, I think the Leader
of the opposition warned the electors. How-
ever, I can say that 1 made no promises
whatsoever aind I am very pleased I did not.
[ndeed, 1 wvent further and told them about
the serious stage we had reached, anid that
in fact the whole of Australia had reached,
and whenever I spoke I expressed the wish
that the elect ions would result in a dead-
heat so that public opinion would force the
Parliament to give up party politics, at any
rate for the life of the present Parliament.
In that way wve could have picked the best
men we have inl the Rouse to carr 'y onl the
affairs of the country over the trying, period.
In any opinion the time has come when West-
ern Australia and Australia generally can-
not afford to have party politics. Party
polities are an expensive luxury. There call
be no doubt about that.

Honl. P. Collier: The man who disagrees
with us is always the party politician.

Mr. ANGELO: I had hopied that for the
life of this Parliament, during- this streu-
ouis financial time, we would have had an
elective Government, a truly coalition Gov-
ernment coirsisting.- of thle best brain' from
both sides of the House.

Mr. Panton : We don't ml ad lendin.nzvolt
half a dozen.

Mr. ANGELO: During the election, every
time I spotwe-

Mr. ANGELO: Well, results always tell,
and so allow% one to make a claim as to
wvhether or not he has said anything that
han, interested thle elector.. The member for
Guildford tHon. W. D. Johnson) was in
(arnarvrn at the time. He will hear out
thle opinions I held thenr.

Mr. Mtar,all : Did hie ,i~v y ou a bit -of
at hand?

Mr. ANGELO: No. but I ama glad to say
hie did not give the other fellow too great
a hand. 31r. Johnson said that my project
for the composite Government was impos-
sile, that I was only talking hot air, for
it was unthinkable that the Labour Party
should join with any other party in the for-
llatio:, (if ;L Government. Surely that has
already been: done in other parts of the
worldI during a crisis similar to that which
wve are now undergoing, and so, surely, it
could Ie agr-eed to here. Why is it that,
nearly every time, the duity of cleaning out
thle Augeat: stables falls toa the Nationalist
IPart v oi- thle Liberal Party? It always de-
volves, upon themi to do the dirty work, and
so now we are asked again to pilt matters
right. Anyhtow, I nam pleased to hear there
are menmbers onl the other side who say they
wvill assist us.

Mr. l'autnio : YPon could nrever clean it
ont without uts, anyhow.

.%rt. ANGELO: I think our party ought to
accept the other party's offer in the spirit
in which it is made. I tnn afraid that wve
ealnnot, that it is too late now, although I
.should like to see one or two of the mem-
hers on the other side join this Cabinet. If
that cannot he done, there is another way'
in which those irregbers opposite could as-
.,s. (Good finance, we know, is good got'-
(,rument, and means the success of any Gov-
erinient. We want sound finance, and it is
in that direction, I think, members of tbe
Opposition could help, the Government in
at ver ,' niateiil . tway.

Mr. Panton: How can they do that if,
ats you said just now, they have made such
at terrible 'ne&% of things?

Mr. ANGELO: No, I did not say that.

Mr. l'nmrton : You said your side had to
collie ill mnd clean 11] thet Augieau stable.

Mr. A NO IM): D on't take all that to your-
.elf, for there a me ntan fv actors that have
helped toi make the- stale dirty.



[10 SEPTEMBER, 1930.]18

Mr. P"ant on: Then it is a pity -you did
not explain that. Persons who read "Han-
sard" would be likely to misunderstand you.

Mr. ANGELO: Then I am glad -you have
dIrawn altezitimi to it. I appreciate your
assistance, coming as it does from a Deputy
Chairman of Committees.

Mr. Panton: Yes, as from one Deputy
Chairmnan to another.

MAr. ANGELO: The question is, how can
Opposition members help us in what is really
the chief function of the Government at the
present time, namely, the putting- of the fin-
ances on a good footing and the prevention
of unnecessary expenditure. I should recom-
mend the appointment of a public accounts
committee consisting of one or two members
from the Opposition side, and the same
number from this side, and perhaps a mem-
ber or two from the Upper House. No
extra expenditure need he involv 'ed, for every
member of the House has sworn to do what
lie can to help the State.

The Minister for Railways: Would the
committee have to go to Canberra to see
whether a telephone exchange or something
of the sort was justified?

Mr. ANGELO: No, they would not he
required to go out of our own country. If
wve had a pujblic accounts committee eon-
sisting of certain members specially quali-
fled, with a knowledge of finance, and who
would he constantly on the alert, not merely
for this session alone but for the duration
of this Parliament, always ready to inves-
tigate the operations of any departmient or
any scemne, such a committee would be
of material help to the Government. That
committee should he supported by an Act
of Parliament in the sme way as the Fede-
ral Public Accounts Committee was sup-
ported.

Mr. 'Millington: Which was a futility.
Mr. ANGELO:]1 have heard members ask,

why do you want that, since you have the
Auditor-General's Department? But the
Auditor-GenerMl's Department comes in after
the mischief is done. I should like to see
a public accounts committee that could in-
vestigate and inquire into matters before
the expenditure takes place. The Treasurer,
I think, would welcome such a committee,
especially if we could induce one or two of
the very able members we have on the Oppo-
sition side to join it. Members of that corn-
Inittee should make the work of the commit-

tee their chief consideration in Parliament
in the same way as you, Sir, appointed to
preside over the deliberations of this House,
make that duty your chief concern. Just
as the Chairman of Committees gives his
whole attention to his duty of presiding over
the Committee, and the whips of either party
show zeal in looking after their special franc-
.tions, so this proposed public accounts com-
mittee should put their hearts and souls and
all their abilities into the work of that com.n
nuittee aiid so make it a very useful body
indeed. From timie to time the committee
could report to Parliament. Always they
would he at the command of the Treasurer,
ready to assist him by making thorough in-
vestigations wherever desired into matters of
linanceC. t commend this scheme to the
House, and I think the admission of the
Premier that 'until quite recently he did not
know we had a £2,000,000 overdraft in Lon-
don, should warrant the appointment of such
a1 !ommllittee. I remember that some years
ago the ex-Treasurer promised us that
£2900,000 of a special grant from the Fede-
ral Government should be put to the reduc-
tion of the deficit. That has never appeared
in the returns of the deficit as a special re-
duction. I feel certain it was used up in
Consolidated Revenue.

Hon. P. Collier: No such thing. It went
w~here the H-ouse authorised it to go.

Mr. ANGELO: Well it has never ap-
peared as a special reduction of the deficit.

H:on. P. Collier: That does not matter. It
wvent. where is was authorised to go. Why
~.uggest that I used it in Consolidated Reve-
nute when the House authorised that it should
go elsewhere?

Mr. ANGTELO: I have never seen it re-
corded.

lion. P. Collier- Go to the Under-Trea.
.,urer and he will advise you.

M1r. ANGELO: If we had this committee
we could go to the Under Treasurer and
ask him about all sorts of things.

Hon. P. Collier: You can do that now.
T-he Minister for Railways: Yea, and you

can go to the Auditor-General also.
Mr. ANGELO: Yes, mostly when it is

too late, when soffhe expenditure not con-
templated by the House has already hein
made, perhaps on some unreproductive work.
Since we have on the Opposition side of the
Rouse members of ability ready to help the
Government, why not accept their offe- in

3K
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the war I bare suggested, or in some other
way which will permit of their taking an
active pait in the government of the State.

Mrt. Marshall: What do you sugge4t their
salary should be?

Mr. ANGELO: I do not think those mem-
hers who made the offer of assistance would
take so low a iew as to ask for eflra sal-
ary for coming to the assistance of the Gov;
erment.

Hon. P. Collier: No, these are the da iys
of sacrifice.

Mr. Marshall: You must think they are
pretty good fellows.

Mr. ANGELO:- Yes, I have a far higher
opinion of some of your leaders than you
have. I am glad the last member that ad-
dressed the House mentioned the huge ex-
penditure out of Main Road Board funds
on roads running parallel with railways. It
is an absolute disgrace. Last month I travel-
led 1,000 miles through the wheat belt. Wher-
ever we found a good road it was running
parallel with the railway. The authorities are
doing everything possible to mninimise our
railway earnings, and to that end are spend-
ing money where it was never intended that
it should he spent.

The Minister for Railways interjected.
Mr. ANGELO: But why -run a road with-

in 10 yard% of a parallel railway? In one
place we traveflel 60 miles along a road run-
ning parallel with the railway. We never
lost sight of the railway, and the road was
so good that, in the absence of traffic in-
spectors we were running at from 30 to 40
miles an hour. Yet when we reached our
destination we found that we had come over,
not a new road but an old road, and that
a perfectly new road ran ont the other side
of the railway. That -was on a stretch from
Kunnunoppin down towards Wyalcatchemn.
There are two splendid roads, one on either
side of the railway.

Hon. P. Collier: That is one way traffic
along there.

MUr. ANGELO: One often hears it cow-
plained- that the Wongan Hfills railway ibeq
not pay. it is little wonder, for tens oif
thousands of pounds are being spent oin the
improvement of the competing re's']. TPhen
what about that costly deviation at Green-
mount," luvre we have a good rojad, a good
irailway andl even a flying service.( 'W hy,
then, 'liruld mnoney he spent oz that road
deviation, instead of being spent on the peir-

pose for which it was granted, namely, the
1uildig of main roads to enable pr'ire to
be-brought down to thu- port.

The MIinister for Railways: Is it not
being spent on the improvement of main
roads ?

Mr. ANGELO: The M1inister ought to) he
the last to sup port such a policy.

The Minister for Railways: I am nut sup-
porting anything; I am seeking information.

Mr. ANGELO: I am surprised at the
Minister for Railways. He is trying to malke
the railways pay, and at the same ttlne he
is supporting the very policy which is roh-
bing the railway of their just dues.

The M2inister for Railways: I hacm not
expressed any opinion whatever. I am
merely asking you for informatiov.

Sitting suspended, from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. ANGELO: I was speaking of the bad
policy that has been followed in the con-
struction of main roads. Nearly all the main
roads in this State have been built parallel
with the railways. I call to mind that there
is a length of 00 miles of main road between
LMerredin and Northam that follows the
railway nearly the whole of the way, and as
I mentioned before, money is still being
spent onl improving the road running par-
altel with that line.

Hon. P. Collier: It does not stop at MUer-
redin;- it runs to Kalgoorlie parallel with
the railway.

MUr. ANGELO: Yes, hut a great deal of
money has been spent on the road between
Northam and Merredin; the balance is more
of a bush track that does not matter so
much. In other parts of the State, where
produce has to be carted a long way to the
ports, we cannot get the money necessary
to build roads, as they shlould be built to
carry traffic. I want the Minister for Works
to understand thint I am not blaming him,
and to a arge extent I do not blame the
previous Governmenit. We created the M1ain
Roads Board, and the board have been re-
sponsilble to a great extent for the build-
ing of those roads.

Hon. P. Collier: The roads were there be-
fore the hoard vaine into existence, and the
board had to make their roads on the old
ones.

Mr. ANGELO: Would it not have been
far better polivy if the Main Roads Board
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had built additional roads where they were
required, rather than spend the money on
the old roads?

Hon. P. Collier: One of the conditions was
that the Federal grant should be spent on
main roads. It is not so now.

Mr. ANGELO: Surely we had the right
to say which were main roads and which
wereo not.

Hon. P. Collier: No, we had not.
Mr. ANGELO: There again we have an

additional reason for appointing a public
accounts committee. The Main Roads
Board have the function of building roads;
the Railway Department have another func-
tion7 hut if we had had a public accounts
committee to inquire into those matters, the
committee would probably have been able
to point out where main roads could have
been built without interfering with the rail-
way traffic. I repeat it is my earnest wish
that something in the nature of a public ac-
counts committee wvill be appointed for the
term of this Parliament. I feel sure that its
operations would save the State many
hundreds of thousands of pounds, and
it would also give us an opportunity
to get the help and advice of two
or three members of the Opposition to
overcome the existing financial worries. -Men-
tion has been made of the State trading
concerns and of the qustion whether they
should be dispensed with. The chief trading
concern mentioned during the debate seems
to have been the State Implement Works.
Speaking on the implement works, last year,
I expressed the hope that anything should
1)e done to make them pay sooner than
scrap or abandon them, because so many
people are making a living out of
the works and have made their homes
adjacent to the works, and we do not
wish to deprive them of their living
if it can possibly be avoided. But some-
thing must be done. Year after year the
works have been a burden on the taxpayers,
and either they must he sold or some other
method of operating them must be intro-
duced. Members will recollect that last ses-
sion I read an extract from a Sydney paper
giving the results following the introduction
of piecework at the Walsh Island Engineer-
ing Works. At those works, an annual loss
of £70,000 to £:80,000-

Mr. McCallum: That was all contradicted
later.

Mr. ANGELO:- I have not seen any con-
tradiction of the statement, which was
made by the Treasurer of New South Wale;,
Mx. Stevens.

Mir. McC allume: I believe the manager of
the works himself contradicted it,

Mr. ANGELO: That is news to me, and
I should like to see it before believing it. I
saw the general manager of the works and
he did not tell me that the statement was
untrue. I was so interested in the extraord-
mnarily improved results that I saw the gen-
eral manager. Mr, Stevens, in his statement,
said that from an annual loss of £70,000
to £60,000, the change over to piece-work
had -resulted in a profit of £61,000 in the
second year, and the works were employing
more thn double the number of men en-
gaged previously.

The Minister for Railways: Would the
same thing apply here?

Mr. ANGELO: I have not seen the man-
ager of the implement -works.

The Minister for Railways: He has sug-
gested it.

Mr. ANGELO: Then the manager has
more brains than I thought he had. I am
pleased indeed to have that statement from
the Minister. The Government should send
Mr. Shaw to the Walsh Island works so
that be might have a conference with the gen-
e-ral manager and determine whether a sim-
ilar method of operating our implement
works earnoL be adopted.

Mr. Marshall: He would get good advice
from Jock Garden.

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad the Minister
informed us that the manager of the State
Implement Works has made that suggestion.
I should follow up his suggestion straight
away by sending him to Walsh Island to
make inquirie-s on the spot.

The Minister for Railways: He dues not
need to go oven.

Mr. ANGELO: I think it would lie wise to
send him.

The Minister for Railways: He is convinced
about it.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not suggest he is
not, but it is necessary to know the method
of applying the system of piece-work. There
is a big question of measuring up work of
that class in order to apply the new system.
The general manager of the Walsh Island
works knows it.
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The Minister for Railways: It might be
better to bring him over here.

Mr. ANGELO: That would be better if
h1i could leave his work in New South Wales.
Some method must he adopted, and that
quickly, to make the works pay. Failing
that, they' must be sold. 1 do not want to
see them strapped, because it would mean
throwing a lot of good men out of employ-
meat. If they will not agree to piece-work ,
let us offer the works to the men to he run
by them on a co-operative basis.

Hon. 1'. Collier: Dloes your argument that
otherwise they must he sold apply to the
ships?

The Minister for Works: The ships are
a public utility.

lion. P. Collier: Of course they are.
WVhen you want to sell a thing, it is a trad-
ing concern; when you don't, it is a public
utility.

Mr. ANGELO: Either we should change
the method of operating the implement
works or sell them, and if they are to be
sold the men should be giveni ao opportunity
to acquire them. The men could take up
the requisite number of shares, and agree
Lt, a small deduction from their wages fort-
nightly until the shares were paid for. If
they took over the works, the Government
would control them for the time with a
director or a representative on the board of
control on behalf of the men. After they
had paid, say, half the cost, the wvorks could
he handed to the men on an overdraft basis.
That would be preferable to scrapping the
works.

The Minister for Agriculture: And the em-
ploYecs, would have the dividends.

Mr. ANGELO: When they had paid for
the shares, they would have the whole eon-
cern. I would do the samnt wvith the brick-
works and wvit-h other tradling concerns.

Mr. Marshall: And the ships?
Mr. ANGELO: The ships ore a big con-

cern that could not he taken over by the
employees. When I say that a State trad-
ing concern should be made to pay or should
be sold, my.) remark applies to the State
ships. I will stand to that statement at any
time the question arises, but I claim tha t
the State shijs are now paying. The ser-
vice was started, unfortunately, with two or
three obsolete boats which were very expen-
sive to run and of course they made big
losses. The one new boat purchased-the
"Kangaroo"- made a profit of something-

like £260,000 during the war, but instead of
that money being devoted to writing down
the east of the vessel, it was paid into Con-
solidated revenue. Hence the capital cost
of the vessel was not reduced, and every
alteration made since has added to the capi-
tal cost. Last year her capital cost and re-
demnption rail into something like f32,000
or £:33,000, which is ahout the amount of
the gross loss shown by the State ships last
year. Consequently, if it had not been for
the redemption and interest on the "n-
garoo," the State ships would have paid
last year, and that in spite of the fact that
there was% an accident which cost the service
thousands of pounds. In addition, the
mnanagemient, inlstead of retaining the 'ay-
bra" on the south coast, is running her also
to ('arnarvon whenever possible, and every
'rip made there is returning a big profit.
The "*Koolinda" is now sent on special trips
to the North in between her monthly ser-
vice trips, whenever a profit can be made.
To give an instance: I left this House at
6.15 p.m. on Thursday, caught the "Koo-
linda" at 8 plnm. and proceeded to Carnar-
%on, where we arrived on Saturday morning.
We left there on Saturday night and reached
Fremantle on Monday morning, having
brought down between 4,000 and 5,000 sheep
and 400 bales of wool and other produce.
It is estimated that that trip returned a
profit of £:600 to £700. We do not want to
inake a profit out of our development utili-
ties. They were provided by a very far-
seeing gentleman and his far-seeing Cabinet
to assist in the development of the North,
and other parts of the State, where the
steamers that were running at that time
were not giving an adequate service.

The Minister for Railways: This should
not Ibe called a State trading concern at all.

l10on. W. D. .Johnson: Are there any State
trading concerns?

The Minister for Railways: Yes.
Mr. ANGELO: I heartily support what

thn Minister for Railways has said. It is
often stated that a private company would
giv just as good a service if given the op-
portunity as well a, a subsidy. Two or
three years ago MAr. Owvn of the firm of
Bethell & Gwvyn, one of the men on the
Singapore line, invited me to have a chat
with him at his hotel, Hie said to me, "Why
are von one of the few members on your
4ide of the House to support the State
Steamhip Service." I told him that had it
not been for the "Bambra" which was then
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running uip the coast to act as policeman,
our fares and freights would have risen be-
yond all conscience, as had been the ease in
oither parts of the world.

Mrt. 11. W.> Mann: Have you anything to
support that!

Tine Minister for Railwvays: Yes, a defi-
nite application that we should join with
other companies in raising fares.

Hon. P. Collier: Because everywhere oil
the ocean, the freights were goinlg up, and
they asked us to agree to this for our part.
It is on the file in several places.

Mr. Millington: Those quotes were from
private traders, were they?

Mr. Marshall : They were from private
utilities.

,Mr. ANGELO : From, developmental
utilities. Mr. Gwyn said, "Suppose we
p~romise to give you the same freights and
fares as the State are giving? I replied,
"How long will that last?" He said he
could not say. I then said, "Will you give
me a letter saying that if the State steamers
go out of existence your freights and fares
will not be raised for ten years. If you
do this I will perhaps reconsider nay opin-
ion." This was before the "Koolinda" came
on the coast. He replied, "I cannot give you
that assurance; I am not the company."1
then said, "I am prepared to take a letter
from you settingr that out." He said he
could not give that because it might be neces-
sary, to raise the freights and fares at any
time. We know that a representative of the
Adelaide Steamship Company complained
about the State running- steamers and hav-
ing driven the company's ships off the coast.
I said to him, "Are you prepared to come
back and give the same service as the State
is doing with identical freights andf's?
H-e said, "To tell you the truth, we could
not do so. We call do better elsewhere."

Air. Lamond: Was the State service in
operation at the same time as the Adelaide
Steamship Company?

Mr. ANGELO: Just about the same time.
-This really is a Government development
utility and not a trading concern. If the
service were going to be a drag- on the corn-
initv I would he one of the fit-st to vote
against it.

-.%r. Coverley: WVould von vote against the
railways alsol

Mr. ANOFLO: These State ships are lie-
ginning to pay their way. They' are giving
the "North-West a wonderful service, and

are also affonding excelleut facilities to wo-
tmen aunit children to travel during the sum-
iner at reasonable cost. Just now they are
helping the pastoralists by bringing down
sheep at a nominal rate rather than leave
them to be slaughtered on the stations. No
private company would do that because it
would require its pound of flesh. Whilst
the State steamers continue their present
good wor-k and do not involve a burden onl
the taxpayers, they will have my Support.
Onl a recenjt hrip I madle I tr-avelled with a
visitor from the Eastern States. He bad
been oil several Interstate vessels, and said
lie had never tr-avelled on a boat that was
better looked after, oil one where he was
mnore comfortable, and where the whole staf;
fronm the captain to the cabin boy was out
to make the passengers more comfort ible.
or onl a boat that was being- run mor-e pro-
litably for the owners than was thne case of
tilt "Koolinda." Somte mlember-s have refer-
n-ed to the advisability, before starting: fur-
thter group settlements in the South-West of
ntilisinig land already adjacent to our rail-
waysi. In this respect I wish to com pliment
[ihe metmber for Mumray-Wellington ( \tr.
MeLarty). He made a very neat mait.e1
speech last night. It was full of good meat,
and not too long. He said he was prepared
to show the Government a good deal of this
land. I have lately travelled through the
,Midland and over thie Wong"~ Hills line. I
w'as showvn any amoiut of land close to the
railways which could be brought into culti-
vation aild productivity. At present it is
not being used to anything like its fall capa-
city. Most of it is held by people who own
too much land. Between the Midland land
andl the Wongan Hills line 1. was shown
counr-y which the owner holds not all in
his own namne, but in the name of dummies
as well, and the extent of his area is 15,000
acres. Last year he produced about 65,000
bags of wheat.

Mr. H. W. Mean: He must be utilising
it pretty well.

Mr. ANGELO: Not to get only that yield
from it. Almost in the centre of this land
there is a settler with 1,000 acres, and last
yeat line produced till average of 1734 bushels
of wheat to the acne.

Ron. P. Collier: To show what canl be
done in that way I would ieter to one of
the estates, the C3ockaten, which we resumted'
upl ther-e some font- year-s ago. It was then
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employing about three men in the running
of sheep, but has since supported upwards
of 40 settlers, and the average yield has been
in the region of 20 bushels to the acre.

Mr. ANGELO: That bear out what the
member for Murray-Wellington and others
have said. I have seen this with my own
eyes. There is a lot of land adjacent to the
railways and within carting distance of them,
which could he brought into productive use.
If the owners cannot handle it, they should
be compensated for the cost they have incur-
red and the land should be made available
to others who can use it.

Mr. Marshall: How did you vote on tbhe
Closer Settlement measure that was intro.
duced by the Minister for Land-s?

The Minister for Works: It was passed
all right.

Mr-. Marshall: What was your attitude on
that occasion?

Mr. ANGELO: It has always been the
same. I think certain recommendations were
made from our side of the House, and I
am pretty sure that the measure was im-
proved by the criticism that came fromn
there.

Mr. Marshall: It is the only occasion wher.
a Bill has been amended to advantage by
that means.

The Minister for Works: It is the only
opportunity we ever had to do it.

Mr. ANGELO: The remarks of the niem-
ber for Murray-Wellington, of Pingelly and
others on this matter, have my heihrty ap-
proval. I trust the Government will look
into this avenue of development and em-
ploymnent, before spending large sums of
money on virgin country which will npei'>
sitate the construction of railways.

The Minister for Railways: The railway
is there already.

Mr. ANGELO: The Minister mens ,it

Nornalup. That is one expenditure saved-
Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are going be-

yond that, are you not?
The Minister for Railways: Not outside

the orthodox radius.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: You cannot Lake a

12 miles radius in that country.
The Minister for Railways: Yes, we can.
-Mr. ANGELO: The Government neight

cast their eyes a little to the north wbcu
it comes to the question of development.

The Minister for Railways: To peanuts.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, peanuts. I am glad
the Minister for Railway,-

The Minister for Railways: And for In-
dustries.

Mr. AN(GELO: Has made that interjec-
tion. T can count upon his assistance.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Stick to bananas; youa
do all right with them.

-Mr. ANGELO: We have in Mr. Wise a
tropical expert who is one of the best offi-
cers in the service for the job on which he
is engaged. Hle claims to know what he is
talking about and feels certain that a good
deal of important development can be
effected in the North. He thinks we can
produce a lot of things and obviate the neces-
sity for importing them.

Mr. Marshall: Shall we be able to use
the freezing works up there?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, if not for sheep, for
some other purpose.

Hon. P. Collier: It is the home for un-
employed up there, is it not?

Mr. ANGELO: For some other purpose
such as to freeze those who interject when
they should not do so.

The Minister for Railways: They are not
unemnployed; they are strikers.

MIr. ANGELO: Not all.
Hon. P. Collier: Are you charging them

rent q
The Minister for Railways: No.
Mr. ANGELO: That is our Blackhoy up

there.
Hon. P'. Collier: The Blaekboy of the

North-West. :Odr
Mr. SPEAKER:Odr
-ifr. ANGELO: How little we know of

the North-West! Last January a gentle-
man from Queensland called upon us. He
is an agricultural chemist and had been a
banana grower in his State for the last 20
years. Owing to the extension of the ban-
ana industry along the northern rivens of
New South Wales-

Hon. P. Collier: In conjunction with pea-
nuts.

Mr. ANGELO: He thought it advisable
to start operations elsewhere. He went up
to Carnarvon, and became so interested that
he has now persuaded four of his neighbours
to join him. They have cleared between
300 and 400 acres of laud, have fenced it,
and are ploughing it up. They are also going
to put in 20 or 30 acres of overhead irriga-
tion. Members can imagine what that will
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cost. One of the party is now in Brisbane
arranging to bring back 60,000 pineapple
suckers and several thousands of banana suc-
kers. They are satisfied they are going to
make a big industry up there, and that within
three or four years no further bananas or
pineapples will be imported to Western Aus-
tralia. Members would be surprised to learn
what it costs to import bananas from Java.
Vessels are running to Sourabaya practically
for nothing else but that trade. Instead of
sending all this money to Java to keep
natives alive, I 7hope we shall in the future
see thousands of our people engaged in
growing bananas in the Gascoyne district.

Hon. P. Collier: Was it not attempted un-
successfully some two or three years agog'

Air. ANGELO: My brother and I lost
£4,000 over the attempt. We had bananas
growing to perfection. I brought down two
or three branches and exhibited them in
Sandover's window. All the thanks I got
took the form of the question "What boat
did you bring them off?" However, I ex-
pected that. Just when we thought our
fortune was made, a pest appeared. We,
as laymen, knew nothing about it, and so
wt: lost our money. Then Mr. Wise came
along, and he told us exactly what had oc-
curred, and how we. enidri have coped with
the pest. I am glad this gentleman's ser-
vices have been retained by the Minister for
Agriculture for another year to keep North-
Western production on the right track.
There are not only bananas; there are pine-
apples, and, as already mentioned, peanuts.
Perhaps it would surprise the Leader of the
Opposition to know what imported peanuts
cost Western Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a big trade.
Mr. ANGELO: Little fish are sweet, and

it is these little things we want to work up
as well as the big things. Especially do we
want to work up little things which we im-
port, and for which we pay people in other
parts of the world. I amn quite satisfied to
accept the opinion of 'Mr. Vise that pea-
nuts can be grown successfully in the
North.

The Attorney General: What is your
own opinion q

Air. ANGELO: A settler in my district
who is known to the member for MtL Haw-
thorn (Mr. Millington) has been able to
grow bananas to perfection. When I was
on his place last Saturday hundreds of

beautiful bunches were on the palms. I
wish I could have persuaded the Minister
for Industries to make the trip with me.
On Saturday I also got some beautiful pota-
toes grown in the North. Perhaps that -ill
not appeal to potato-growers in the South.

Hon. P. Collier: The best argument you
can advance in favour of the North is to
say that you yourself were fed on things
grown up there.

Mr. ANGELO: I am a true Nor'-Wester,
having lived there for 30 years; and this
figure of mine is truly representative of
the primary and prime products of the
North-West. The Government would do
well to make more use of Mr. Wise, to fol-
low his advice as to the directions in which
tropical cultivation can he extended, per-
haps including sugar.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Sugar! Thirty years
hence, when you have irrigation.

Air. ANGELO: I am not referring to my
own electorate, floes the ox-Minister for
Lands know that in the Rimberleys there is
country with a 60-inch rainfall?

Hon. MW. F. Troy: I know sugar cannot
be grown there without irrigation.

Mr ANGELO: Numbers of northern
livers ran into the sea all the year round.

The Minister for Mines: Sugar is not a
pleasant topic at present.

Mr. ANGELO: Not a very sweet one so
far as Western Australia is concerned.

Air. Sleeinan: You are not neglecting the
shark industry are you?

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad the hon. mem-
ber reminded me of that. He spoke of
fishing and concerning the possibility of
getting the people in the North-West to
catch fish. Let me remind the hon. member
that a trawler came here. It was expected
that her operations would prove most suc-
cessful. Hut within two or three days of
her arrival representatives of Beaufort-
street were found on board objecting to the
conditions of employment

Mr. Sleeman: Seventy-four hours a week.
Mr. ANGELO: The men were prepared

to do it, and they were to receive a bonus
on profits.

Air. Sleeman: They were not prepared to
do it.

Mr. ANGELO: The same thing applies to
the whaling industry. Why did Captain
Bull leave Western Australia saying that he
would have nothing more to do with the
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whaling industry here?2 Because of labour
conditions and interference from Beaufort-
street. Hon. members will recollect that last
year a Bill was introduced to amend fisheries
legislation hr stipulating tor payment of
royalties andi various; other conditions. The
Bill did not pass, but neverthelessi in a
license applied for recently by another cin-
pany. for operations from another port, that
v-ery condition was inserted hr the ex-Hon-
orary Minister, Mr. Kitson. Although Par-
liimuent had sp)ecifically refused to agree to
that condition, it was made part of the
license. Norwvegians who have spent their
lives in the various branches of the fishing
industry assure ine that Shark Hay repre-
souLs the greatest fishing asset to be found
in any part of the world.

Mr. Sleeman: Last night you said the
fishermen in this country were all Italians.

Mr. ANGELO: That remark applies to
Fremantle, not to the North-West. There
are 110 Italians in the North-West. We
should develop the fishing industry. The
member for Fremantle has told us that Aus-
tralia imports t ho; C2 110,0)00 worth of
fish annaally' , Western Ani~tralia recei ving
about £125,000 wvort. All that fish could
be and should lie obtained in Western Aus-
ti-allan w~aters. But something is missing.
If aI little of the mioney spent onl group set-
tlement had been app~lied to the development
of the fishing industry, it would have been
better for the State.

lion. 1'. C'ollier: Am!u look at the eRnor-

cf thet %rl2:ditt- inu'lztrv- in (lie 'outherin

Mr. ANGELO: lDuring- the daylight tours
or i mylist t rip to Carnarvoji and hack, and
similarly ini the' (-asp of it trip I meade six
weeks agol, We %lve hardly out of sight of
whales thronighou I thle voyage, whales wait-
iug to be gathered by Western Australians.
At the time the Norweg inns made the remark
albout Shark Bay to me I was 'Mayor of Car-
Ju ron-it wVas betore I entered Parliament
-- and they' asked Inc to try to get them a
concession. I replied "No; this is such a
good thingx that we want to keep it for our-
selves." I am afraid now, however, that the
opiniioni I held was wrong. Western Aus%-
tralia has not started the industry. I am
glad to say that two or- three weeks ago I
received a letter fr-om big people in Sydney
saving that they were forming a companyv

writh it (capitl Iof £:2,000,0110 to undertake
fishing in all its, various phanses in the North-
West, to work factories and so forth. They
asked 'lie to request the Government to give
them protection in respect of our North-
West coast pending inspection. I =m
pleased to he able to state that the Chief
Inspector of Fisheries has accorded prote-
tion for two or three months. I hope some-
thing will be done by these people.

Ai-. Coverley I hope this protection will
not he like thie turtle protection. Turtles
weie made a concession two or three yers

agand are still a concession.
Mr. ANGELO: If these people do not

:-m ahead with the business in two Or three
months, let somebody else be given protec-
tion. I am glad that members of the Oppo-
sition as wvell as inenibers onl this side realise
the great possibilities in the fishing industry
oif this State, and .[ hope that before long
something wvill eventuate whereby employ-
locat "-ill be given to a large body of men
and the necessity of sending big sums out
or Western Australia to other countries in
pat~ifle1t for things we ourselves can pro-
duce will be obviated. Another suggestion
I desir-e to itake to the Government is that
sotme encouragement, not pecuniary, should
be given to the bieeding- of horses for farm
work.

Hon. P. Collier: We were doing that last
veal-.

'thle Minister for Agriculture: And Ave
are doing it this year.

li.. 1'. Collie.-: Assistance is badly
needed.

Air. ANGELO): Ilorse-breeding- seems to
wvant speedig- uip. From my trips to the
ril-nII, it looks to ate as if the tractor is the
general thing, and the horse the exception.
We wvant to reverse that position and get
the horses doing most of the work. Let the
tractor, if it is necessary at all, be something
hat caln be used when the occasion for it

arises.

Ho,,. 13. Collier: We are importing large
nmbers oif horses from South Australia.

Mir. ANGELO: InI part of my electorate,
oait the Nfurchison, there is splendid grass
-ountry onl which larue anumubers of boise
used to be bred. It w'as given up when the
prilce of horses wvent down. I do not think
the stock is there now to resumep breeding
in the same way. The previous Government
,howed irood business acumen ini importing

ci I-l' at tle to start sturds, in the North.
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Similarly the present Government should
take a leaf out of their predecessors' book
and assist in the re-establishment of the
horse-breeding industry by importing some
good stallions.

The Minister for Agriculture: We are
purchasing stallions now.

Mrx. ANGELO: Let us get a number of
them. We are sending millions of pounds
out of Australia for motors and tractors
and petrol, whereas we ought to be grow-
ing our own fodder with our own labour to
feed our own horses. There is a good mar-
ket for our farmers in chaff and hay, and
good profits are to be made.

Mr. Withers: The farmer would look
upon that as a go-slow admission.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not think so. In
my opinion the farmer is beginning to rea-
lise that the tractor is not the wonderful
blessing he thought it was, a little while
ago. I am glad that there are a few farm-
ers in the Government. I think they will
realise that what I am saying is right. The
opinion I have expressed is not my own,
but one I have gathered from men qualified
to give advice on the subject. I certainly hope
something will be done in the direction I
have indicated. I wonder whether hon.
members realise the number of motor
vehicles there are in Australia. Statistics
disclose that we have 600,000 mnotor vehicles
of different kinds, apart from motor cycles.
If we put down those motor vehicles at £200
each, it means that Australia bus £18,000,000
invested in them. Thait is only another in-
stance of how we have been sending our
good money to America, not only for
luxuries, but also for what we thoug-ht were
necessities. After at few years' operations
quite a number of farmers have told me
that the tractor is not a necessity, but more
in the nature of it luxury. Doubtless some
of the big farms mnust have tractors, but I
have in mind a farm I visited recently,
which had four expensive tractors. That
position struck me as ridiculous. Now the
farmier has given up the four tractors, and
is using 60 or 70 horses instead. He will
buy more horses as soon as he can afford
to do so. The member for East Perth (Mr.
Kenneally) and the member for South Fre-
mantle (Air. McCallumn) mnade the sugges-
tion that we should endeavour to secure a
reduction in the interest charges on loans.
If we could secure a reduction on interest

on future loans, every member of the House
would support that proposal.

Mr. Marshall: What about past loans?
Mr. ANGELO: We cannot do anything

regarding them.
Mr. Kenneally: They must be sacrosanct.
'%It. ANGELO: Does the hon. member

know who lent uts that money?
MNr. 'Marshall: Who lent the money to

Italy and France?
Mr. ANGELO: Those who lent the money

were private people at -Home, including
trustees, and widows.

Thre Minister for Railways: Who pro-
vidled the Australian money for our loans?

Mr. ANGELO: I should say that half
the money provided for Australian loans
came front the banks Or insurance corn-
panies.

The Minister for Railways: What does
air insurance company represent? Does it
not represent the working man's mavins?

M1r. ANGELO: Quite so. If it could be
arranged that we could secure loans at a
cheaper rate of interest, by all means let us
secure such at provision. Unfortunately it
is the interest that has to be paid on loans
that very often is reflected in all kinds of
financing and, in fact, in hinmnss life gen-
erally.

Ilr. Sleenian: 1)0 you not believe in
getting a reduction in interest charges on)
past loans?

Mr. ANGELO: Prom time to time we
have heard reference made to the huge
pro0fits made by the banks. It has been sug-
gested that although wve see depression in
various walks of life, the banks can still
pay large dividends. Surely hon. mrerra-
hers realise that the banks do not pay
dividends out of the profits they make
for at particular year. fin Australia
our- Associated Banks have *a system of
which any banks in the world could be
p~rou~d. In years gone by when, operations
were most successful and large profits were
secured, the banks built up reserves to en-
able them to meet conditions such as obtain
at present. If the banks pay dividends of
15 per cent, in these times it is not done
from the profits made to-day. Some of the
banks in all probability had to draw on their
reserves which they set aside for the purpose
of equalising dividends as the years went
b~y. If the banks have declared a dividend
of 15 per cent., it has not been on the pre-
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sent value of the shares held. It may be
that the share upon which that dividend has
been paid, cost the original owner £5, yet
to-day that share is valued at £15. If a
15 per cent. dividend is declared, the
holder of the share really gets a
dividend of about 5 per cent. It
is also claimed that the banks have
slowed up the financial transactions of the
people, especially the farmers. That is so.
The banks have had to do it. To a large
extent the reason for that is the fact that
the Federal Government have been using
them not only for the purpose of securing
subscribers to the various loans, but for
underwriting loans as well. When a loan
has not been underwritten to its full value,
the banks have been requested to make up
the difference. That has depleted them of
their ready money, and in the circumstances
they could not help the farmers. On the
other hand, we in Western Australia have
nothing to complain of. In this State, the
Associated Banks-have lent our people dou-
ble the amount that has been deposited with
those institutions. While that is the posi-
tion, we should not complain of the attitude
of the Associated Banks towards Western
Australia. We ought not to criticise them
for the work they have done in this State.
Let the Associated Banks continue on the
same lines as hitherto, and instead of criti-
cising them we should be grateful to them
for the help they have given us.

Mr. Marshall: We should!

Mr. ANGELO: There is another question
upon which members of this Chamber ought
to express their views. I believe Parliament
as a whole w~ill have to give an expression
of opinion on it before long. I refer to the
movement that is progressing throughout
Western Australia in favour of secession. I
have attended 'secession meetings and have
occupied a seat on various platforms. That
does not necessarily mean that I am alto-
gether an advocate of secession. On the other
hand, I am afraid I shall be forced to be
an advocate of secession because there does
not appear to he any other way by which
we can rectify our di-fficultie,. But before
we actually take steps to secure secession, we
should endeavour to Secure the only alterna-
tive that would prevent the necessity for
separation. I claim we should insist upon
another convention wvith the same numerical
representation from the States as attended

the Convention that framed the Constitu-
tion.

Hon. P. Cornier: Hear, hear! That is the
only way out, but no one has ever asked
for that course to be adopted.

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member is slight-
ly wrong. I will hark back about 13 years
when I first became a member of Parlia-
ment. We were asked at that time by the
Treasurer of the day to help the State in
every possible way, to emerge from what
we then thought was a very difficult finan-
cial position into which Western Australia
had fallen. The war was in progress, and
for several years there had been a succession
of deficits. With the Treasurer's approval,
I had several conversations with Mr. Owen,
who was Under Treasurer at the time, and
that official lent me a copy of the debates
of the Convention responsible for the fram-
ing of the Federal Constitution. In the
course of those debates, I read several refer-
ences by some of the leading delegates to
the effect that if anomalies should manifest
themselves later oa, or if it were found that
certain States suffered disabilities in con-
sequence of Federation, another convention
might be held after 20 years of the Fed-
eral regime had elapsed. At that time we
had had an experience of that regime ex-
tending over 18 or 19 years. I showed those
particular portions of the debates to the
then Premier, Mr. Lefroy, later Sir Henry
Lefroy, and suggested to him that he should
write to the Prime Minister of the day, Mr.
W. M. Hughes, and point out to him the
almost half promises made by the delegates,
i4th a request for information as to whether

he was in favour of holding a further con-
vention. The Premier wrote to Mr. Hughes
wvho replied that he would see that a fur-
ther convention wvas held after the 20-year
period had elapsed.

Hon. P. Collier: I think they went to an
election and made that an issue, but drop-
ped it subsequently.

Mr. ANGELO: Exactly. Subsequently I
moved a motion in this House for the ap-
pointment of a joint select committee from
both Houses of Parliament to prepare West-
ern Australia's case for what I considered
was the coming convention. I pointed out
that if Mr. Hughes acted, he might act
promptly, summon the convention, and ask
for delegates to be elected straight away by
the various States. I did not suggest that
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those delegaRtes would necessarily be mem-
bers of Parliament; we should have been
in the position then to appoint any one we
desired to represent us. At the same time,
as I then pointed out, if we had hurriedly
to send men across to the convention they
might he unprepared and would know noth-
ig about the subject they -were to discuss.
For those reasons, I suggested the appoint-
ment of a select committee to prepare our
case. That committee was appointed and
we adduced certain evidence. Realising that
the financial question would be the chief
topic for discussion, we asked our present
Premier, Sir James Mitchell, who had then
superseded Sir Henry 1Lefroy, to make avail-
able the services of Mr. Owen to the com-
mittee. He willingly complied with the re-
quest, and Mx. Owen was loaned to us for
some months. When we were progressing
well with our case, and Mr. Owen bad car-
ried out a lot of valuable work, I, as chair-
man of the committee, received a letter fromt
a member of the South Australian Parlia-
ment telling us he had heard of what we
were doing and suggesting he should take
similar action. I replied informing him what
we were doing. He also had communicated
with Mr. Lyons, the present Acting Fede-
rpl reasurer, who was then a member of
the Tasmanian Parliament, who took a simi-
lar action in that State. As soon as Mr.
Hughes saw that the three smallest States
were getting together and preparing- a ease
for proper consideration at the proposed
convention, he made an announcement that
there would be no convention, but that he
would summon a special Constitutional ses-
sion of the Federal Parliament to correct
anomalies. We appreciated what that meant.
We would have had five representatives and
Tasmania would have had live. Such a
move was absoju htely useless. With the ap-
proval of the Premier, we simply marked
time until something was done. I am cer-
tain this is the time to broach the subject
again and insist upon the holding of a
further Federal convention. Such a
convention was promised us by the framers
of the Constitution who said that after 20
years of Federal regime a further conven-
tion should be held with similar representa-
tion to that which the States had at the orig-
inal convention when the Constitution was
framed. The promise was made that the

Constitution would then be amended so as
to rectify any anomalies that existed.

Mr. Sleemnan: Were you not in favour of
the Commonwealth taking over the North-
West some time ago?

Mr. ANGELO: No, except on certain
conditions, one of which was that when
the 'North-West bad a certain population, it
should be made a separate State. However,
this is more serious than that proposal. What
I claim is that it is only by secession that
wo can rectify our grievances, should wve
fail to secure redress by the means I have
just indicated. Let mue give a simple illus-
tration. Six people buy a loaf of bread and
cut it into what purport to be six equal
pieces. When the loaf is cut, it is found
that three slices are cohsiderably larger than
the other three. How is it possible to make
the smaller pieces equal to the larger pieces?

The Minister for Railways: That is sim-
ple. All that is necessary is to soak the
small pieces in water!

Mr. ANGELO: I would like to soak the
larger pieces. Only a convention such as I
suggest, and such as wvas promised by the
framers of the Constitution, could deal with
the undue disadvantages of the smaller States
and rectify the position for them. If such
a convention were held, the whole Federal
Constitution could be put into the molting
pot. The future of the Senate and its func-
tions should also receive attention. We
could demonstrate the anomalies that ex-
isted and attempt to secure relief.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the sensible way
to proceed. Then if we cannot get a new
Constitution that will be satisfactory, we
can go for scession.

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad I have such a
worthy politician in accord with me. I can
follow the hon. member if he is prepared to
act accordingly.

Hon. P. Collier: I hold strongly that is
the way we should proceed. We should have
another convention.

Mr. ANGELO: I shall be the follower of
the Leader of the Opposition in this matter
if that is the way he is prepared to lead.
If we find we cannot get a convention, I
shall fight for secession as the one and only
way to rectify the position.

The Minister for Lands: And you. will
probably have difficulty in securing seces-
sion.
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Hon. 1P. Collier: At any rate we cange
three States to favour strongly another coil-
vention.

Mr. A.NGELO: Those three States should
insist upon it. I do not think there will be
much oppotsition to it. When I was in Syd-
ney inl May' I met a number of Queensland
vetovle. toad they wtere all talking secession.
I met Mr. Hill, the Premier of Sauth Aus-
tralia, onl my return Journey, rand he said it
looked a.s if' tlhere should lie a drastic change
in the Federal ('omstitutica. 1 zaaw people
from Tasmnria and they. needless to sny,
-were tit for secession, after having been
told that Tasmania; ought to be joined onl to
Victoria. But what surprised me maost of
all was that on the train fromn Albury to.

Melhoarne I found myself in o C)mparklt -
merit with foiir or tive 'Victorians, two of
whom were Federal members. They were
talking amongst themselves, anud I heard the
word, secession. I listened, and was amazed
to find that they- were advocating secc'sroji
for Victoria, Resp;ons ible people advocating-
secession for Victoria!

Mfr Kcnlnerllv; :yolk were at home then.

Mr. ANGELO: I said to them, "Gentle-
men, am I hearing aright? Is it true that
you 'Victorians suggest secession for Vic-
toria?" Thevy said it was, so, whereuipon 1
remarked, "I am from Western Australia.
There we have been advocating secession in
order to get away train you." They ex-
plained that ever since the Federal capitol
had been moved] to Canberra they had been
unable to get anytinig for V'ietoria. I want
to make nay position quite clear. I am out
for a new convention, hut if we cannot get
that I a out far secession. If we can
get the coirveir1tion I sL1ngcst that wve should
have our case liroterlY l'reparlee. perhaps,,
in accordance with the m Lion (itf which the
member for Katanning bau, already given
notice. Then let us get Victoria and South
Australia and Tasmaniia to prepare~ their
own caises, titter whicht we could have at pre-
liminary conference with those three States
before going to the convention. Rat what-
ever we do, if a convention is agreed to, wve
maust see to it that our delegates go to that
convention wvith a properly prepared brief.
If the Federal Government will not agree
to a convention, I suggrest that our Premier
endeavoair to get the other State Premier.-
to summon a States' convention. So far aL.
I can see, there would not he much difference

between that anti a Federal convention, If
the representatives of the various States met
at at convention, we could then tell the Fed-
eval Goveranienct the alterations deemed
nlecessary tM the Constitution, and I think
We' could enforce those alteration-, through
the Imaperial Parliament. I have heard re-
marks aIbout tliv vost of living and wages.
It has been said that wages should riot come
d1own before the cost of living comes down,
and vice versa. Any member of the House
who thinkl s at all must rea~lise that both the
cost of living arnd wages have to come down,
andl Uhat it is ot no use deceiving
Ourselves about it. I remember that in a
g.ood old play which I saw several times oilu,
of' the characters is accused of having corn-
raitt-d a crime-hie did not really doa it.-
whilst lie was not in his sober seiises.
lirainaticall 'y hie makes the request, "Give
ae hack yesterday." That is what we want.
The miember for East Perth the other night,
ini response to an interjection, said he would
agree to go hack to p~re-war conditions in
crerythin Let us take that as our blogan.
Let us get back to pre-war conditions, in
wages, cost of living and everything else.
Then all that -we shall have to do will be to
face tire results of the wvar and its after-
inath. Ini any event wve have those ahead
of us, but if we coulA get back to conidi-
tions that would allow us to compete with
other parts ot the world in the selling of
our products, all would be well.

Mr. K encally: But the holl. member
said a little while ago he wivod not touchi
interest.

Mr. Vars.hall: No, interest mus~t be held
sr'd.

Mrr. kNGjEIO: I said, let us get bac-k
to pre-wir ec'nnitioaas in everytlring-, if we
Carll.

Mr. Slet-wan : What about throse share-
holders who are getting 15 per cent.?

Mr. ANGELO: No, T ,aid that the orig9-
inal 41hares rose 15 per cent.

Mr. Mfarshall: And what about the bonus
sharp,.?

MrY. ANtIETA): It is; said that the cost
of living hwsa to corne down first. I fim
glad to Qoay -and I have made many in-
quiries lately -that the cost of living is
comingu down rapidly nd coniderably.
Meat and bread and clothing and hoots are
all down. Even entertainments are down.

Mr. IT. W. MNann:, The Government Sta-
tistician says that the cost of living is dowil
19 per cent.
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Mr. ANGELO: More than that; it is
down 20 per cent. Even the cost of amuse-
ments is coining down. Whra we on
this side used to be able to go to the pic-
tures for Is. 7d., we can now go for Is.
1d. And whereas members opposite used
to have to pay 5s. 5d. to attend the pic-
lures, they can now get into thle same seats
for 3s. 3d. In every line of life the cost
of living is comling down, but I am going
onl the necessities of life. For instance, meat
is down 30 per cent. or, 403 per cent., bread
has been reduced from 63d. to 5d. per loaf,
and boots for which I used to pay 3l5s. ;5ix
months ago can now he purchased for 25s.

Rion. P. Collier: Where? I should like
apair of those.
.1r. ANGELO0: I will tell yon. Then,

a sait of clothes that used to cost me 12
guweas, t can now secure for nine guineas.
Why even eggs are down to lid., so why
should we be hroody? Now I want to say
just a word obout the shearers' strike. We
know that years ago the shearer was glad
to get his R1 per 100.

lion. P. Collier: A long time ago.
Mr. ANGELO: Yes. Then thle value oif

wool and sheep gradually increased aind so
the Arbitration Court awarded increase,- to
the shearers until they got uip to E2 pe,
1.00. W,- often hear it asked, why strke
the wvorking man first; why not hit thu.
eajiitaglists? I wanit to know who has si-
fered most inl this instance. Why, the pas-
toralist can scarcely hold his hiead abnve
water. Wool is down to a price that will
not pay for production.

11r. Kenneally: When the pastoralist was
getting such enormous prices, what did he
pay the shearers?

Mr. ANGELO: He obeyed the award-; of
tire court mid raised the: price to £2 Per-
100. And let ine remind von that machine
shearing allows for nlealy1 double the tally
that was possible with the old hand shears;

soreally the rates for shearing- have in-
creased by- nrily 400 per cent. Yet now
that the shear-er is faced with a reductior-
of Ss. Gad., lie is objecting and refuses to
obey t-he award of the court. I hare a lot
of personal friends amongst the shearers.
I have done a bit of shearing myself.

Honl. P.' Collier: You Would hare somue
ifficulty in holding- a sheep now.

Mr. AN-GELO: I wvant to speak to those
pairticular frends of ine in the shearing
industrY, those friend,, that haqve been ntig-
led hr their advisers.

-Ari. Naphaed: 1lrev wVon't be. scabbinlg Onl
the others.

Mr, ANGELO: I don't wanrt theni to
-uab onl anybody; I want them all to go
h)ack. I1 want to give them this warning:
During- the last few months thousands of
young mnen have been retrenched from finan-
cial inlstitutions, from business houses, fronm
the Public Siervice, fiomniall walks of life.
Those, young fellows are physically fit to
take onl this job of shearing, for they have
kepit up their stamina wvith cricket, foot-
bll, tennis and other vigorous games, and
un)-day they do niot know what to don. They
are risking to I)C put on to shearing. In
eonseqiienee, Iadvise miy friends amiongst
ie shearers to get back it) work ais Sioon as
they -ran.

lion. 1-1. Collier: id von see them dining
yoltr trip to Carnarvoir?

.1r1. _N(4ELO : Yes, no0t inl thle Mass, hut
imdividia Ilv, and [. advised thetIs to get bac-k.

as quickly aIS they could becauise nobody
'rwwhat wo'ildl Imanpeir nest year.
M.L.morul: )You ga;ve themt g Od advice

inl 1C921, did von niot?
Mr. ANGELO: %Yes. 'The position was

that the;' were awaiting ill award of the
counrt, and I advised themn to go hack on An
Perow prinlcileC that they shoulld go hack
to wor-k for the 01l1 rate oin the LUnderstand-
iug that the owner, pen~ding the result of the
a$wardl, held inl escrow the difterenre hctwccn
tihe oldt rate and] the nrew rate. [flowever,
the slicarers thoughIt the advice wtis pretty
good, and it was under some arrangement of
rhi' sort I hat ! hey went back. I an not
g~oing to (lela , the House urn' longer, bet
I don ask 111 brehalf of the State that we all

tryk to 11rorkc barnrniiously together, and thlat
tev GIover-nnment ;bould take adtvantafige otf
[ hi, offer i- 111( by certniin miemri I iio f the
4 ppositioni.

IAlr. Man-rshall: You htave rivenl ins, a lot
Of enVouragement with your advocacy to-
lliglit.

Mfr. ANCrLO: I have been merely trying
to g-ive the workers good advice. Anyone
who thinks that. the cost of living and wages,
are riot comning down is being misled.'

Mr. Marshall: And rents and profits.
Mr. ANGELO: I have not mentioned

those. Western Australia has been a jolly
good place to lire in for many years, past.

)Ir. Afarshall:- For some people.
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Mr. ANGELO: For most people.
Mr. Marshall: You are one of the moat.
Mr. ANGELO: If the opinion of this

House were taken, I do not think one per
cent, of members would be found to say
that Western Australia has not been a goad
place to live in. Unfortunately we are now
faced with a serious depression. Yet I feel
sure that if all sections of this House work
together, and so set a good example to the
community, we will still pull out. I suggest
that our slogan for the future should be,
"Hats off to the p~ast and nnts off to the
future.",

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.'43]:
1 desire. Sir, to tender you my hearty con.
gratulations upjoni your elevation to the
Spenikership.

Mr. Hegney: And you hope he will be
mnercif ul.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, I hope, too, that
you will be merciful. I believe you will be;
indeed, judging from my nine years' asso-
ciation with you, I fedf sure you will be.
Also I should like to congratulate those
members who, on the political tide of chance,
find themselves landed high and dry in
ministerial office. To the new members
nmongst us, also I extend congratulations.

jMr. Raphael: And we hope you will set
us a good example.

.Ar. MARSHALL: I will eadeavoirr to do
that. In passing, I should !ikze to say that
if the initial efforts of those new members
wbh- have rcady spoken are to be taken is
anl indication of what is in. comew, I ant sure
that with a little experience they will be
quite an acquisition to the Chamber, and,
I hope to the State also. I put forward the
wish, Sir, that during your period as
Speaker you will have a very smooth and
peaceful time. But to those holding minis-
terial office and constituting the Govern-
muent of the day, while I may wish them also
a1 smooth and hanpy period, I anm afraid the
attitude they have adopted respecting the
economies said to be neves-sar v in conse-
ltuenee of the allege,! depression sets up an
utterly impossible position as between them
and the members sitting on this side of the
Chamber. Almost every speaker so far has
specially advocated that we should co-
opecrate during the present session.

Mr. Angelo: Do not you agree with that?

Mr. MARSHATLL: I do not; let there be
no douht about it. If the hon. member
thinks that I shall be a party to what
he has been advocating in this Chamber, he
is very much mistaken.

Mr. Angelo:- You wvill be the one excep-
tion.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member set
out to show that the banking and commer-
cial institutions of this country have not pro-
fited to a very great extent. From a few
million pounds before the war, theft- assets
over liabilities have risen to £67,000,000.

Mr. Sampson; Of which bank are you
speaking?

Air. MARSHALL: The Associated Banks.
Mr. Angelo: From £6,000,000 to

£67,000,0001
Air. MARSHALL: Yes. In addition they

have by trickery deceived the public by
adding enormously to their reserves during
the same period.

Mr-. Angelo: That indicates sound bank-
ing.

Mir. MJARSH.ALL: By a further system
of trickery they have issued bonus shares
arid taken profit on them. Now I am asked,
in face of that to subscribe to a policy of
slashing into the worker who is receiving
£4 a week, to deprive him of an already in-
adequate income.

ir. Angelo: I wish to go back to pre-
war conditions in everything.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member's in-
consistency is showa in his statement in re-
gard to the banks of the Commonwealth.
Whatever-ve did, we were not to touch those
institutions, hut he did not tell us to refrain
from attacking the unfortunate wretch on
the basic wage.

Mr. Angelo: You know perfectly well 1
was referring to the interest on British loans.

Mr. MARSHALL: Let me speak of loan
money; it is one of the most ghastly things
we sliall have to face in future. I do not
think that any member is sufficiently game
to admit that any individual, rich or poor,
is entitled to make a profit out of the miseries
and honrors of war. If our great Empire
is to maintain the confidence of the workers,
and if the British flag of which we hear so
much is to retain the respect it commands to-
day, then we must, on the declaration of war,
side by side with converting human life into
cannon fodder-, make a conscription of wealth
also. Members opposite treat my suggestion
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lightly. The member for Gascoyne has done
his fair share of profiteering during the last
decade or so, and has not failed to play a
Prominent part in it. The Press has prac-
tically formulated the policy of the present
Government. Day by day it has tried by
advocacy and by submitting compilations of
figures to show what the costs of production
must be reduced Materially. Day by day
it has published figures and alleged facts to
demonstrate why State trading concerns
should be sold. That is the very policy of
the present Government.

Mr. Sampson: And an excellent policy,
too.

Mr. MAR SHALL: The Government have
begun by attacking the working classes at
the dictation of those mioney-mongering
misers, the Press.

Mr. Angelo: The "Bulletin" would like
that.

Mr. MARSHALL: As to the alleged de-
pression-and apparently there is some de-
pression-what is it?

Mr. Sampson: You said it was an alleged
depression.

Mr. MARSHALL: If there is a depres-
Sion, what is it?

Afetaber: No money.
Mr. MARSHALL: What is money?
Mir. Raphael: Something the banks hold

up.
Mr. MAR SHALL: Money is represented

by boots, clothing, food and the commodities
that the complicated demands of society
make necessary. Is there any shortage of
those commodities which constitute true
money? Warehouses are full; manufactories
have ceased operations because of over-pro-
duction; there is no market for most of our
-produce. The working multitudes of the
Commonwealth and of the world are suffer-
ing, because they are inadequately supplied
with wages to enable them to buy the com-
modities they need. Where has the money
gone? Recently I observed in the Press-
whether it is reliable, I do not know-that
there is an abundance of money in the Old
Land at 3 per cent. interest, but that Aus-
tralia is not to get any of it.

Mr. Angelo: What about going Home
and fetching it?

Mr. MARSHALL: Australia has nisbe-
haved and must knuckle down to the dic-
tates of money power. She must bring down
wages, as members opposite advocate; she

[151

must interfere with industrial conditions.
Methods are to be dictated, and we are to
begin by attacking the people least able to
bear the penalty. The attack has already
commenced.

Mr. Angelo:. What if the east of living
comes down?

Mir, MARSHALL: Although the Premier
has spoken on several occasions this session,
as well as some of his Ministers, there has
been no mention of any proposal to attack
profits or rents or interest. Reference to
any of those items produces a storm of hos-
tility on the part of those who, in this Cham-
ber, espouse the cause of money power. Yet
they are ever-ready to attack the workers,
to apply the economic screw to the point
of least resistance, to take advantage of
hungry andi starving people, many of them
with dependants to maintain. Many em-
ployers in this State arc taking advantage
of this lead, all with a desire to carry out
the dictates of those people enjoying afflu-
ence, power and prosperity. Those are the
people who have dictated the policy of the
Government, and the Government of the day
are heeding them. We axe asked to do no-
thing that will interfere with the existing
e~fficient. system of banking and the alln'edly
efficient methods of the bankers.

Mr. Kenneally: As a mater of fact we
are asked to co-operative to enable them to
achieve their object.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is the whole ob-
ject behind the Press propaganda, to which
I have referred. Day in and day out, ever
since the present Government took office, the
propaganda has been carried on. When-
ever the newspapers were balked of infor-
mnation they desired, they sought -reputed
authorities on the cause of the financial de-
pression. Frequently we find in the Press
photographs of individuals, many of them
birds of passage, quite a number of them
never residenti in the 'Commonwealth, all
professing to he authorites on the true cause
of the financial depression. Not one of
them has referred to the enormous SUM
which has been taken from circulation or
has been confiscated by banks and by sub-
sidiary institutions, such as insurance com-
panies and those firms that trade under the
innocent names of their original founders,
Dalgety & Co. Ltd., Elder Smith & Co.,
Goldsbrouigh Mort .& Co., all subsidiary
banks doing the finer work on behalf, of the
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banks, and getting two per tent. or three
per cent. more interest for their work.

Mr. Brown: Look at the dividends they
have made; they are not very large.

Mr. MAURSHA-LL: But they have the
upper band; they hold the security of the
people. They will not suffer. The squatters
are the people who will suffer, because those
subsidiary banks will compel them to deliver
their pound of flesh.

Mr. Sampson:- They are called. the friends
of the producers.

Mr. M.%ARSHALL: It has been said that
they are friends of the Empire. I shah
submit a few figures presently to showv how
friendly they have been, the cause of their
friendliness and the price we have paid for
it. Those people who have had their por-
traits in the newspapers and have been held
up to the puhlic as4 relilel authorities upon
Commuonwealth tins nee have attacked no-
thing except production costs and the stand-
ard of living. Their statements have made
rio reference whatever to interest or profit.
After referring to lproduction costs, they
have spoken of the high wages paid in Aus-
tralia and the short working week.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Where did you see
that?

MrY. 'MARSHALL: One man who was
most extravagant in bi~s statements; was
named Paterson or Petersoin, a Inisiness manl
(if the Eaistern States, retturning- fromn Eng-
laind. lie could afford to take a trip round
the World,. after haviniz enjoyed the riglht to
protiteer for yeat-s. lie could bleed the
community as it suited him, take a trip
round the world, and then he advised the
workers to suffer in silence that he and his
colleagues might continue to demand their
profits. The talc is as old as the sysitemn
under which we live. History d1oes. not re-
veal the efficiency of the principles advocated
by members opposite to any high degree.
The same old tale hasq been handed down for
centuries, that if wagesi are increased and
the standard of the -workers is built uip in
any country, industr *y will he interfered
with. We recall the appointment of a com-
mittee to inquire into the employment of
women and children in the coal mines of
England a century ago. We know the atti-
tude of the coal barons and the landlords
towards the workers at that time. We know
how they made the women toil and slave in
dark and stuffy dungeons underground at
no greater rate of pay than 1s. 6d. a week.
The right-thinking people of those days

wanted to see the children of these women
saved from these dark and gloomy corners
while the mothers went on with their ardu-
ouis duties, but the landlords claimed that if
there was any interference with the existing
st ate of affairs the industry would be ruined.
Scearcely one of the descendants of those
people to-day is less than a millionaire.
Now we have the mouthpiece of those people
in more modemn guise using the samne argu-
ments as those landlords used, stating that
industry will be ruined if wages do not come
down. The hours must be lengthened and
the rate of lpay reduced. It is like the
promiuses that were made on the hustings at
the recent elections when everybody was
promised work. The Premier said, "The
pace I established when I was Premier be-
fore I will re-establish." Actually the Pre-
nijer is travelling at about the same speed
as a savage would do if he had in-growing
toe-nails. The Premier has been conspicuous
by his absence from the Chamber since he
muddled through an explanation of the
financial1 arrangements that were made in
the Easten States.

Mr. Sampson:- That is not very courteous,
is it?

Mr. MARSHALL: If we are in financial
stress and have big problems to face, if the
country's independence and welfare are at
stia ke, the Premier's place is here, iot else-
where talking secession and raising bup-
bears to draw a red herring across the
trail.

Mr. Samipson; Is that what bugbears
do?7

Mr. MARSHALL: This is the Place for
the Premier. Having muddled through, as
I have said, with his explanation-which
was scarcely understandablr-he has left
Ihis scat, and on very infrequent occasions4
has he occupied it since.

Mr. Sampson: You cannot blame hina at
the present moment can you?

Mr. MEARSHALL: 'No, nor at any other
time. It was only an accident that brought
him into power, assisted by misleading the
public on the hustings when he promised
work for all. He indicated that he had
moneyv in abundance because an influential
friend of his could mnanipulate the money
market in England an behalf of his Gov-
ernment. "Members as wvell as 'Ministers
should be in their seats. It is their duty
to be here. If I amn attacked during my
absee I shall take full responsibility for
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not being here. This is our job. ManUy
members have side-lines to subsidise their
Parliamentary allowances. They then seek
to bring about their objective by prevailing
upon other members to reduce their salaries.
We know that the object of the "West Aus-
tralian" newspaper is the object of the cap-
tains of industry' . ft is the direction in which
the present Government are trending. They
ask its to agree to this in order to set an1
example to others. They say, "You reduce
your own salaries, and then we can lash oat
,at the men who cannot afford any reduction.
We can show the workers what heroes you
are, that you arc willing- to make sacrifices,
rand we will then push down the lever- and
.,crew the worker tight and see if we can-
riot land at lot more men in the soup kitchans
at Blaekhnv." Txvice as many unemployed
-are in our muidst to-day as was the ease in
NMarh last, and yet we were told there wouldI
be work for all. The Premnier said, "Thle
paee I established when I was Premier he-
fore I will re-establish." if the people canl
-rememnber what he said, atid can judge the
s])eed he is travelling at now, they will know
what speed he attained when be was I t- in
that position.

Ar. Brown: You have read "The Mart
fromn Snowy River."

Afr. 'MARSHALL: Y can see no reason for
jocularity.

Mr. Brown: Or for teams.

Mr. MARSHALL: Those who live in a
state of affluence can count upon three go)od
meals a day, a good bed, very little respon-
silbility, a fairly free flow of money co'ntnX
iii atrtually, and they can afford to Jeer At
thle unfortunate wretches who are walking
abotut the State hromreless, ill-clad, ill-fed, and
often without hoots to wear. Have members
the conurage to go out and meet these men
and lamrh at their state fat-e to face with
them, Sneer at tlhenm and laugh at their de-
plorahie condition ? Let not members go
behind the ttnerployed and try to nnke
heroes of' tlieniselves. Let them do their job
he to assist in finding work for the uin-
employed, It is no joke. There are thous-
ainti,; ol hungry people tramnping this State,
all for thle ,qike of interest and profits. One
inenilier who has; been interiecting freely
to-nighbt hais gonte. He is no loss whereverl
he is.

M.H. AV. Mantn: He speakis well of

Mr. MARSHALL: I am sorry I cannot
say the sanie of him. I want members to
have some conception of those factors that
are causing our financial depression, or
playing at ;romtiet part in it.

Mr. Angelo: I urn here now.
Mr. MARSHALL: I trutst the hon. mem-

her has broughlt back his favourite snhje'r,
peanuts plus bananas.

Mr. Angelo: Yon are thle greatest peAniti.
in this House.

Mr. MARSHAI.L: I wish to quote a few
figores. The facts are undeniable, because
they hare beetn usedi by the Commonwealth
Year Book. I use themn in refutation of the
hon. member's statement that the banks made
no profit diiiing the war.

Mr. Atngelo: I did not say that.
Mr. MARSHALL: He inferred that they

hard not profiteered to any extetit.
Mr. Angelo: I did nqt even say that.
Mr. MAIISgALL: He iferred it by in-

viting the Chamber not to say anything about
interest or profits, because these institutions
had served us well.

Mr. Angelo: But I did not infer that.
.Mr. MARSHALL:- The lion, member

need not endeavour to drawv wool over my
eyes. I listened to hitni all the time. I amn
sure that what I atm saying will be found
inl "Hansard" when it is publishefd next
week.

Mr. Angelo: No, yon cannot get at the
"Ha nsard" staff

3Wr MARSHALL: I should like, to see
a proof of c'Harnsird" before the hon. menu-
her gets the right to cheek his speeh.

Mt. Angelo: ] will hiand it to you to
check.

Mr. AR SHALL: The figaLres I used a
mnoment ago are nearly accurate enoughi for
thme purpose.

Mr. Angelo: If they are used by yott,
they' would lie.

Mr. MARSHAL.L: I extracted them fromn
the Year Book, which is open to any mem-
her to look at. The figures are conspicu-
ously stated. The chartered banks of the
Comnmnnwealth have, in round figures, a
turpims of assets, over liabilities which has
grown front £6,000,000 to E67.000,0 00, over
the period 19i 4 to 1980.

'Mr. Angelo: What capital have the~y
called up!
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Mfr. Sampson: He cannot answer that
question.

Mr. MARSHALL: They called up Do
capital.

Mr. Angelo: You are far astray.
Mr. MARSHALL: Am IT
Ur. Angelo: Of course.
Mr. MAR SHAL: They had increased

assets over liabilities to the extent I have
mentioned, Of course, they increased their
reserves,

Mr. Angelo: I know one bank alone that
called up twice as much as that.

Mr. MARSHALL: I know one bank
with which the hon. member is connected
that has called him up pretty frequently.
Some banks are keeping a pretty dlose eye
upon him.

Mr. Angelo: One bank raised its capital
from £1,500,000 to £5,000,000 ten years ago
by aetnaJ cash.

Mr. MARSHALL: Out of its reserves,
which it took from profits and interest.
The banks have never called up any further
eapital within the last ten years. They
took the money out of reserves, and it came
out of interest and profits. Thcy wateredl
their stocks, and issued to themselves pre-
miums and bonus shares, upon which people
to-day have to pay interest and on which
they paid it during the war. If there I$
one debt that is worthy of review, it is the
war debt. I disagre e with any member
who argues that when a country has; strug-
gled for its existence, and found an aggres-
sive foreign power at its throat and ex-
perienced difficulty in throwing it Off, it
is either sane or logical to borrow money
to pay the costs of defence. It is on record
that the Motherland fought wars both of
an aggressive and defensive nature over a
period of hundreds of years, and emerged
from them all without owing a penny. In
those days kings led their own armies to
battle and they were the times referred to
as "The day3s Of old when knights were
bold." In those days you either served or
you paid. A system has since been intro-
duced by which war has become profitable.
It is interesting to look up the register of
shareholders in companies manufacturing
armaments, battleships, building arsenals
and aking general -war materials. Several
years ago, at the conclusion of the last
war, I looked through a list of the share-
holders of the Armstrong Wrhitworth Co.
I was surprised to find the name of the

Archbishop of Canterbury figuring promi-
nently in that list.

Mr. Angelo: He was a Canon himself
once.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: The company was en-
gaged in the manufacture of war materials.
Like the member for Carnarvon, the Arch-
bishop invested his money where he thought
he coul1d get the maost profit. W'hat better
opportunities are there for these firms to
inake good profits than during war? His,
tory shows that financial magnates and
people with money to invest bad no scruples
about the tactics they adopted in the financ-
ing of the war.

Mr. Angelo: They were the big guns.

Mr. MNARSHALL: They were the men
that pulled the strings. On the 4th August,
1914, they started away -with doors closed.
A bombshell was thrown out of the bank-
ing institutions of the United Kingdom. Not
a hank was open on that 4th August. Those
great financial experts closed down, The
Imperial Government had to go to their
rescue, manufacturing currency to issue to
the Bank of England, which in turn distri-
buted it among the other banks. And so
Lloyd George was enabled to say, "Business
as usual!l"

Mr. Hegney: The banks closed for four
days.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, and they started
business again on the credit of the country.
Upon the outbreak of war every bank in
Britain was for a time bankrupt. However,
with the currency based on the credit of the
British Empire they were able to start bus-
iness again. That selfamne currency, which
was issued to the banks to allow them to
resume their policy of exploitation, should
have been used by the Imperial Government
for the expenditure on war material and the
successful prosecution of the wan. But no.
When the Imperial Government wanted
money, instead of using the currency repre-
sented by the people's credit, which currency
was issued to the banks, they borrowed it
back from the banks at high interest. The
people's Own money was borrowed back by
the Imperial Government, and interest paid
on the borrowings. This procedure was
adopted during alt the four years of the war.
And then we are told that banking institu-
tions operate solely for the benefit of the
city! Is it any wonder that people of this
more enlightened age are rapidly becoming
Communists? Is it any wonder that upon
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the Esplanade larger and larger crowds are
to be seen Sunday alter Sunday? Men who
are starving know of the millions sterling
that have been and are being made by the
privileged few. They know that the wealth
taken by the privileged few is produced by
the workers. Assuredly the time is coming
when this and every other country will have
to take hold of the credit of the people and
retain it, so as to prevent private enter-
prise from interfering with it at all. The
power of finance is observable to-day. Here
are these people directing the whole of the
Commonwealth. The Federation and the
States alike are subject to the merciless dic-
tation of money.

Mr. Angelo: Money makes the world go
round, sets the mare galloping.

The Minister for Railways: Has the lion.
member ever read "Smith's Weekly"?9

Mr. MARSHALL: No; but I read the
hon. member's utterances in 1014.

The Minister for Railways: That is how
you became enlightened.

Mr. MARSHALL: The power of money
is becoming so intolerable to the general
multitude that, unless there be redress and
reform, a crash is inevitable. Men by the
hundred thousand, many of them having
fought in defence of this country, are being
ejected from their homes by the landlords.
Will any man who is human be content to
go to such a place as he is compelled to call
his home, and see his children starving while
the land is full of plenty? Will any human
being tolerate that for any length of time?
Having regard to the amount of money of
which Australia was absolutely robbed dur-
ing the war period, it is up to some individ-
ual or organisation to call Sir Otto Niemneyer
up and suggest to him that he should keep
his bloody hands off us for a while. The
financiers have sucked fur years, and the
Minister for Railways is one of those who
backed them up. I knew the hon. gentleman
,ini days -when he was most eloquent in ex-
posing the wrongdoing of money.

Mr. Angelo: Why was Sir Otto Niemeyer
invited to Australia?.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know that
he received an invitation. The first I knew
of his coming was when I saw the annoutee-
ment that he was at Fremantle.

Mr. Angelo: You were behind the times.
Mr. MARSHALL: I can assure the hon.

member that unless Australia does get some
relief from the Imperial Shylock, our people

will not tolerate it much longer. They can-
not tolerate it much longer. To think that
this is to go on indefinitely!1 And then we
have members coming along, in this age,
with the same old tale that was told to the
masses a hundred years ago, "You will in-
jure industry." Put the burden on the multi-
tulde who find it hard to live!t Take the line
of least resistance, and leave wealth and1 in-
fluence alone! If the hon. member requires
my assistance, which I admit is not highly
valuable, he will have to ask for it on dilfer-
cut lines. Perhaps the hon. member is too
lacking in intelligence to follow my argu-
ment.

Mr. Angelo: If my intelligence is lacking,
I hope I shall cultivate it.

Mr. MARSHALL: For 50 years the Aus-
tralian people are to shoulder that harden.
For 50 years they are to pay f£32,000,000
annually. Will the representatives of thle
primary producers go to the people living
on pittances and tell them the amount of
wealth-

Mr. Angelo: But it is those people who
are providing the cash all the time.

Mr. MARSHALL: Will the representa-
tives of the primary producers tell them the
amount of wealth that the financial frater-
nity is demanding from us? I am niot re-
ferring to the roan who works on a farm
for a few months at a pound a week, hut to
the wheatgrower, the woolgrower, everyone
who is hit and feeling the pinch at the
present moment. They are victims to the
advocates of the creditor. It is always the
workers who are attacked whent these huge
amounts are demanded. They are now be-
ing demanded at a period when the country
can least afford to pay. Fifty years must
elapse before the debt is paid off-paid off
at the rate of 32 million sterling a year.

Mir. Angelo: We shall feel it at the end
of those 50 years, shall we not?9

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, if it is left to the
hon. member to do a decent day's work.

Mr. Angelo: I have done my decent day's
wonrk.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member never
knew and never could do a decent day's
work.

Mr. Angelo: He -works with his brain.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for

Murchison must address the Chair.
Hon. P. Collier: What about the days

wlhen you were shearing?
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MNr. Angelo. Yes, blade shearing.
lion. P. ('oilier: Those were the days!
MUr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. 'MARSHALL: Another point., men-

tiuned by a previous speaker, should also lbe
made known amongst the primary pro-
iducers. I think their retpresenta tires wvili
he at least hontest enough to inform themn
that during the war Period the imperial
tioveramient found it necessary to demiand
from the Dominions all commiodities neces-
sary for the sticcessful prosecution of the
Will and that -wool, meat, wheat, aod metals
nil had to go at a flast rate. But When they
got to the Old Land theyi were distribut ed
amOngst the Allies at certain prices: andp
the difference between the prices paid for
them and the prices received for then hi
the Imperial Government amounted to nol
less a sumi than 300 million sterling-al nie
poultice for the war profiteers! I .et the
finiuers' rept esentatives inform their elec-
tors oif that tort as showing the wonderfuflly
syImipathetic- i,onsiderr ion the profiteer haj
for the pioneer!

The Minister tor Works: It is a pity we
cannot get those prices now.

The Mlinister for Lands : Half the profit
front the sAes was sent back to Australia.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: Not one pennypiece
of that 300 million sterling was ever re-
turned to tire pirimary producers.

The 'Minister for WVorks: Hialf the pro-
fits fruni the sale of wheat to the Allies wis
returned to Australia.

Mr. MIARS~HALL: During the time wheni
colossal loans Were being raised for ftre
prosecution of the w.%ar Australia wBs led to
assist financially upon the faith of the state-
ment that (lerin 'nv would have to pay all
wat r" st -. Thal was till line riuessionl left orl
the, ititds oll all (it'ius. We were advised hrv
thl se( whoi we truslted andl helieved. that
(ir ror:' woitu have to pary ill full]. Now

arll-:1 li 0 aertililI ign n's g ivenl recent lY
in: tire Federal lParliarmnt, in reply to -)
member who was curious to know wvhat re-
litiratiou paymients had1( been received hr
Australia. 'Millions were obtained fromn the
Coinmonwerrlth urnder the pretence that Gpr-
tinity wyould hare to pay, and after 12 yearsi
of' pvace. or alleg-ed pettee, we find that (Ther-
miany has paid Auistralia by way of reparri-
tions a total of £3,892,427. There is the
neurlal total. On the other hand, Australlia

has paid onl account of war oblig-ations and
liabilities which shte Would never have had to
laeet if ]her advisers had kept faith xvith
hier, a. total of £206,922,856. Sonic three
nuillitri Auhtralia bas ivetived iii rep~ara-
to its,, :acl i Ckr 2011 irilhiron- she has Toill

A11i1 the, ',olne ho0i. irreuher.- aqk t-4

to stibrmeribe to the doctrine that the,
xAolkin or I Iis Stat. rrra-t hbe treaterltairl-
nirricit'llv iii order thrat such largee rA11nounits
imn v lit dvn rril tu Aus Li alia i! I ta anit
Mill( will not sir sri-Ire toi such a dvetri tie.

Mr. Angelo: How call we get payment
I rorili th ose people.

Mr.i- MA RSRHALL: The only thinw1 W11
kntow abiout the lion. member inlerjectintc
is that lie plays a prominent part iii pro-
rooting banking companies.

Mr. Angelo: By -love. I wish I 'lid!
Mr. M'AltSHAll: One ofr themn is

known as tire "P1'" Bank. I really do not
know What tile Jet ters stand for-pecnlirir
people, perhaps. There mnay come it (lay'
when the banks' Will cease to hatve cootrol
of' the nation's credit,

lion. P1. Collier: That will he (rile of the
first bank,; to ie nattionaliserl.

Mr. MARSHALL: When the Oppos;i-
tion Were on the Government benches, a per-
sisicrit effort was made to relieve the tax-
pavers of this country, and especially the
primary producers, by the establishment of
a rural credit bank, and further by State
interference in insurance coilnpaaies. By
those rm nmuch of the money that was
drifting into the hands of a few aight harve
been srrveil to (lie taxsparyers of Westeni
Anrsi crirna, arid part icularly to the primary
proflueer '. flr invariiably, upon a measure
being- brought down for the specific purpose
oF protecting- the prirriary lWodn~eers and the
workers, generall 'y anod interIverunl ilr pi-ofit-

able forms of privante industry, we inet
with hostility fromi every, member profere -
ing- to represent tire pr-inrry producers.
Just as; the primary produ-ers' representa-
tives, in the Federal Parlirment deprived the
fannlers oif the opportunity to secure 4s. a
hushel for their wheat, so their members in
this State voluntarily permrit the retenition
of the financial er.nhar,,o imposed upon the
primary products by the existence of 66 or
67 ingnraace companies. Of the amount the
farmerq pay by -war of premiums, 42 per
cent. is utilised in the cost of administration.
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The companlies ha;-e agents running round
as though plang toX had boiund', ehiing
around fromt farm to farm looking for busi-
ties,. There endsA the competition. The com-
panics do not compete regarding the rates
they charge.

Hon. WV. D. ,Johnson :They 'llcarge twvice
ats much as. in Queensland.

Mr. MAR SHALL: They charge more; I
think 12 per cent, was the highest charged
in Queensland. WVhile the companies have
a large number of fine, physically fit men,'somhe of them bloated, going round in cars
in search of business, adjustments are made
by the underwriters. There is no reduction
in their profits, nor is tbere any concernl
displayed regarding the extravagances in-
dulged in by these institutions. The 66 or 67
insurance companies are really subsidiary
banks, doing similar work to the banking
institutions but getting in the smaller fr,
for the bigger concerns. [ have a list show-
inz the different boards of directors and it
would astound hon. members to see the nua,
her who sit 'in boards as directors of banks,
and as such take coitrol of various insorance
companies. Invariably [ find the same
hoard of directors controlling upwards of
five banks and a.s iziany alleged insurance
comp~anies. As T have already indiented,
the latter are merely subsidiary banks tiad-
ing- on and robbing the public. %gain I say
I will ,,it be a party to any mole 91161 its
the 1)restt (Government suggest in dealing
with the workers. I should have thoughl:
that long, before this the Press, in some or
the articles that have appeared recently,
would ha ve en1lig~htenedl its regrarding the
causes of, and methods to be adopted in
solving, the uninploynient difficulty. It has
been suggested that one cause hans been, the
adverse trade balance and anothcr cause in1-
,hieated relates to high wages paid. Two
or three smnaller factors have been said to
have played a I att iiigiying rise to the pre-
sent iituatiot. I cannot for the life of me
believe that those factors have played any
major part in that direction. I say that
bevause coutitri2' that have not suffered front
the effects ofr those alleged factors, also have
their un"employmient difficulties. If wye look,
to oldler countries where their systems are
more efficient for an example (if what is
happening, we iiivariably find that the
greater the prosperity and progress a coun-
try enjoys, the greater the number of nn-

employNed. Look at America! That tout,-
try is frequently quoted by those wvho ap-
pear to understand the position, as affording
an example that Australia might wellI asnire
to emiulate. They point to the up-to-date
machinery installed in American factories,
and emuphasise the point that efficient pro-
duction is their one and sole care. America
has no adverse trade balance but, on the
contrary, a most favourable one. I under-
stand it runs into something like £C100,000,000
sterling. Yet Anterica, which has, reached
the zenith of its prosperity from a national
point of view, can show more unemployed
than any other civilised countir- in the world.
In the United States there are some
6,000,000 on the bread and butter line, and
an eq1ual Inumtber on hialf time or the basic
wage marA. I want to know, in the event
of Western Australia being relieved of her
prtesenit troubles, and ire are again permitted
to develop our industries so as to achieve a
state of efficient pro.A)eflty, hove we nothing
better to look for? Are we to hold out no
hope for better conditions than those obtain-
ing in America? Is that all the working
classes eon look forward to? Is there no
hope for them ? America can boast of a sin'-
phis1 of 461) millions on the one hand and
the greatest number of unemployed and
stagrving poplamtion of atty country in the
eivilisedl world on the other hand. Those
who arguie that the unemployment dif-
ficulty' is a temporary matter are, in my
oipinlion, entirely wrong. Unemployment has
been gradually increasing the world over for
many years. Prior to the war, Eng-
land could boast that 40 per cent. of
het population were on the starvation line.
Not all were unemployed, but they were
more or less unemployed. It would appear
that, no matter how the position evolves,
whether we get out or' our, present difficul-
ties or not, we shall rise above them for a
temporary period and then can look for a
repetition in a comparatively' few years'
time. With the advent of machinery, the
difficulty has been accentuated. k mass of
d ata has been prepared showing that the ap-
Illication of science to industry and produc-
tion has been instrumental in displacing
large numnbers of workers. The more we
.apply science to industry and production,
the greater the number of men who will be
unemployed. In the lO-year period ending
in 1928 America found itself burdened with
an increased unemployed population of
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just under 6,000,000. The figures pre-
seated in the "Scientific American" show
how that result was brought about and the
explanation is remarkable and astounding.
I suppose the figures hare been increased
since 1928, but each year America has found
herself with an added number of unem-
played. If the sacrifices we are asked to
make will not achieve for the workers of
Western Australia something better than is
apparent in America to-day, I am justified
in asking if the sacrifice will be worth while.
It will be for some, probably for many, but
for the great bulk of the workers there is
no hope under the existing system. Is it
any wonder that Communism is rapidly be-
jug recognised? People are beginning to
listen to those who preach Communism.
Empty stomachs and starvation have forced
many to the belief that that system must be
an improvement on the existing, regime.
Nothing can be worse than a starving indi-
vidual with a starving family around him.
If our present system cannot be altered so
as to alleviate and indeed obviate entirely
the present manifest disabilities, then I do
not think the sacrifices we are asked to make
will be worth while at all. I will not sub-
scribe for a moment to the methods pro-
posed to he adopted by the present Govern-
ment. We might have expected that more
consideration would have been given to the
unemployed, having regard to the fact that
many of them landed here because of the
publicity given to the advocacy of schemes
inaugurated by leaders of the present ov-
erment. No mercy was shown to them,
and none is shown now. Mlany members in
this House laugh at the deplorable state to
which those schemes have broughbt Western
Australia. I would like to conclude by re-
ferring to the position of the pastoralists
in the MLurchison. I regret that during the
whole period of the recent Labour Govern-
ment's regime no improvement was effected
on behalf of the Murchison people. No
effort was made to reduce the freight charges
on wool. Every time overtures were made
to the Mitchell Government when formerly
in office and later to the Labour Government,
it was always argued in refutation of our
representations that the pastoral industry,
particularly so far as the wool growers were
concerned, was so prosperous that those
concerned could afford to pay, and no reduc-
tion was made. Now that circumstances
bare altered, I hope some relief will be ac-
corded them. If no relief is granted, I am

afraid many of the pastoralists will have to
walk off their holdings, just as we hear some
of the wheatgrowers will have to walk off in
the southern parts. I would point out to
Country Party members that the wool grow-
ers have not received anything like the as-
sistance granted to the wheat and fruit
growers. They have received no concession
over the railways and invariably the highest
rates are charged in connection with com-
modities they have to market. In the North
they have to haul their commodities over
long distances.

Mr. Piesse: Why do they not use their
natural ports?

M1r. MARSHALL: That is the unfor-
tunate part of it; they cannot do so. For
some reason or other, wool has to be brought
to Perth. I have conferred with many grow-
ers about that question. Perhaps members
representing North-West constituencies will
correct me if I am wrong, but I understand
the growers there have to ship their wool
to Fremantle for sale and then, after being
sold, that wool has to be shipped back
along the North-West coast for tranship-
ment to Asiatic ports.

Mr. Angelo: That is not always so.
Mr. MARSHALL: Not always, but very

of ten that is the position. The argument
advanced formerly, that the pastoralist
could afford to pay, is vanishing in these
days. The matter is urgent and I appeal
to the Minister for Railways to revise the
transportation rates in the interests of the
growers in isolated centres. The arrange-
ments regarding stock trains have never
been improved. It is strange, but a
fact, that the special stock trains used
for hauling live stock only, so that they
may arrive at the market in good condi-
tion, for which there are 10 or 12 stops
only, cannot do the journey as fast as a
passenger train that travels 12 miles further
on and has upwards of '73 necessary stops.
Obviously theme is something amiss in the
management of the system and I contend
there is urgent necessity for improved trans-
port of stock, not only from the humanitar-
ian point of view, but also from thle point
of view of delivering them in good con-
dition. it takes 36 hours to bring down the
beasts. They hare to he trucked before
dark, and in the hot summer months on
the 'Murchison they depreciate many pounds
in value while in transit. It is the duty
of the Government to see that there is no
miscarriage with these trains, and that they
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get through more rapidly than do the pas-
senger trains, We know that the gold min-
ing industry has revived slightly. That
information will be accepted with joy by
every member of the Chamber. No accu-
sation can be levelled at the workers in thtat
industry regarding hours or rates of pay.
They are the worst paid workers in the
whole of the Commonwealth, having re-
gard to the precarious nature of their work
and the tendency to disease by virtue of
occupation in the industry. Still the indu-s-
try is declining, and I regret that although
tile present Federal Government have good
reason for refusing assistance, they gave
very little encouragement, but used what
from this time onwards will be the slogan
of all Governments, in saying "The
national stringecey prevents us from being
generous." That was the slogan of the
Federal Government in refusing to grant
the gold bonus. Gold can get no reward.
Its price is standardised, although other
commodities are being manufactured nder
the shelter of a high tariff wall designed to
assist them to find a local market. Gold has
no local market, but it has a world market
and the world is at hunger point for gold.
It would be an easy thing for the 'Minister
for Mines to guarantee that he could sell
every ounce of gxold won int the State. Yet
the trouble with all industries receiving as-
sistance from the Federal Government is
that invariably there ii difficulty in provid-
ing a market for them. I do not know of
any industry that, when in a state of pros-
perity, does so much to develop a country,
for gold has a very rapid and big market
and, Imight I say, a very liberal market.
Miners do not hoard money; rather do they
spend everything they get. From that
point of view it might be advisable to grant
the request for a gold bonus. But I trust
that in the very near future the financial
stability of the country -will improve, and
that the very next industry to receive con-
sideration in the way of a bonus will be the
gold mining industry. I do not know
whether any progress has been made in
regard to the constr-uction of the MAeeka-
tharra-Wiluna line, but I would say that
the need for expeditious treatment of the
hallasting of that line is very acute. There
are two rates applying, namely the Public
Works Department's rate and the Commis-
sioner's rate. Further than that there is
no great difficulty. Goods arc delivered by
the wayside, some in a bad state of repair,

broken open, and others taken away alto-
gether. I hope the Government will expe-
dite the ballasting of thiat lino. Wiluna is
the best and most -illuminating star on the
gold mining horizon at the moment, and I
hope that at the official opening of the line
members will take the opportunity to visit
WViluna. and observe the progress and the
very efficient methods that have been
adopted for the treatment of ore at that
centrfe. As we shall be afforded an oppor-
tunity when on the Estimates to touch on
other matters of a parochial character, I
will conclude by thanking mnembers for their
attentive hearing and you, Sir, for your
kind consideration during the time I have
been delaying the House.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [10.50]:
1ien previously I spoke on the amendment

moved by the member for East Perth to the
Address-in-reply I strictly confined mayself
to the matter then under discussion. I should
now like to deal with a few points affecting
the interests of may electorate. On reading
the Governor's Speech I was struck by the
fact that it is, inconsistent with the state-
mnents made by the leaders, both of the
Nationalist Party and the Country Party,
who-n those gentlemen were appealing to
the electors. In His Excellency's Speech I
find this-

Notwithstandling the general depression pre-
vailing, the internal condition of the State
is satisfactory. National income is derived
chiefly from primary production, and it is satis-
factory to note that the wheat output grows
steadily year by year. ,Last year a record
crop of Sfl,081,1S3 bushels was harvested.
Copious rains have fallen throughout the
wheat belt, and this year it is expected that
this yield also will be eclipsed. Oat crops
increased by half a million bushels. The wool
produced (luring 1929 amounted to 67,150,718
Ibs-, and at the end of the year the number
of sheep in the State was 9,550,823. It is esti-
mated that there are at least 10,000,000 sheep
in the State at present, and, as good rains
have been general iu the pastoral areas, an
excellenit season is anticipated. Western
Australian apples retain pride of place among
A ustralian fruit in the H fome an d f oreign mar-
kets. The dairying industry is flourishing.
Last year the State produced over six million
lbs. of butter, an increase of one-sixth ever
the previous year. Clover fields have been
established over wide spaces. An inerease in
quantity and an improvement in quality have
been demonstrated by pastures in the South-
West. Last year, one and a half million acres
were alienated under conditional purchase to
2,114 applicants, and eight and a half million
acres of pastoral land to 155 applicants. Min-
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lug looks brighter thani it hjas for somne Years
past. Wiluna, is nearing the production stage.
Activities in the principal Kalgoorlie mines
have increased, owing largely to the modern-
isation of the underground development and
surface treatment. The past six months show
a distinct improvemlent in gold production.
Reforestation is now keeping pave with the
cutting ant of timber areas. It it gratifyin~g
to record an increase in the value of goods
mnanufacturedl within the State. The work of
the session will be devoted largely to finance,
and to legislation affecting finiance. It is; re-
garded as of the uitnost importance to in-
crease tbe n~ationlal iucomie by production. To
this end, Parliament will he asked to consider
a Bill to authorise the Trustees of the Agri-
cultural flantk to raise money for the bank 's
requirements, in order to secure funds for
development. Other necessary steps will be
taken to adjut't the difficulties which hare
arisen by reasont of the sadden termination
of the supply of loaii funds. So far as the
internal condition of the State is concerned,
thle future is bright. Thie extent andi quality
of its wheat and dairying lands and pastoral
areas hsave beeniiproved. The seasons can be
depended upon. There is latent wealth inl
abutidauce. Salvation lies in tapping this
latent wealth by increased work and] produc-
tion ; and as a iieans to that end Agricultural
Bank activities must lie stimulated under
legislative authority. It is recoguised that
there can be 110 general prosperity until all
are at work agnin. Work will beget produc-
tion, and production, inl turn, will spell pro-
gress and prosperity.

When one compares that with the state-
ments made by the party leaders during the

election campaign, it is seen that what is
saiul there is nit endorsement of the fact
that the outgoing Government, during their
six years ternn of office, controlled the des-
tinies of the State antd functioned well. The
Speech indicates that all the industries In
the State have been prosperous, not only
the primiary industries, such as wheat grow-
il.g and wool growing and the dairy industry,
but also the secondary industries, w'ere ex-
panding and developing during those six
year.-. The es-Leader of the Country Party
when appealing to the electors bad this to
say-

As the progress and prosperity of Western
Australia are bound up with primary produc-
tion, can it he truthfully claimed that the
actions of the State and Federal Labour Gov-
erumnents in increasing tlhe cost of production
have been condincive to the deivelopment of
the Sta te

lie also says -

In the State 's spihere,. the Premier ("Mr. ('ol-
liFr) laqi is-aued a similar appeail. But n-lit

has Mr. Scuillin 's Goviernient or Mr. Collier'sa
Government done to assist the primary pro-
ducers to respond to this national aplictil

Atanhe said--

The deknand of the S tate at presenit is for
aGovertiatent that w-ill ensure financial sta-

bility' , general prosperity and work for all.
T(he L.1tiour P'a rty, after six yv'anI in offie.
has hati led eounh tic!Hsv iii I 'ft- r.NJP 'ri .

T ho.,e statemnrts tire ab.,ilutelv inconsistent

with thle (Governor's Speech, which is an en-
dorsrment of what the Labour Government
have done during the past six years. M1r.
Thomson, who was theni Leader of the Coun-
try Party, when appealing to the electors,
mande the statement that th Collier Govern-
mneat had spent fl1,000,000 mnote than their
predecessors, lie wanted to know what had
become of all that money. It is well known
thnt during- the Collier Government's terni
of ollice they advanced to settlers £2,644,000,
as against £1,073,000 advanced to them dur-
ing- the previous Mitehell Administration. As
to ngrit'ultural water supplies, when Sir
.launes Mitchell was previously Premier,
£83,000 was the total amuount spent in that
direction, whereas the amount spent by the
Collier Government was £665,000. In re-
spedt of railways, we find that during the
previous 'Nationalis1t Adatinistrutionf£64,000
was spent, anti that during the regime of
the Collier Oovermtnt E2,190,000 was the
expenditure on railways. The same thing
applies to roads and bridges-. Here a little
over a quuarter of a million was spent by
the previous Mitchell Administration, where-
as nearly £:3,000,000 was ,;pent by the Col-
lier Goverunent. Coming to country hos-
pitals, we fini that the Collier Government
,,petnt nearly four times as much as was
spent by their predecessors, while in respect
of schools the aniount,, were similar. Those
are sotte of the directions in which the ad-
ditional mnoney expended by the Collier Ad-
ministration went. We know that during
the Past six years there was prosperity in
this country, and virtually the wage earners
were engaged in no industrial disputes.
Moreover, the increments withheld fromt
the Public, Service by the previous
NKational Adninistrationi were all re-
leased by the Collier Ooverninlent.
The same thing upplie, lit scehool teac-hers.
It wat, Sl atedilduring, thle election that tile
admninistration of' the C'ollier Government
hadl Itetol ait fault, :Ind that tln'.- lhad tnicd
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a mess of the finances,. What is contained
in thle Governor's Speech is diametrically
opposed to that, and it is difficult to know
which statement one ought to accept There
is no quiestion that the most important mat,.
ters to be dealt with this session are those
of finance and unemployment. It has been
raid that finance is government and that gov-
ernment is, finance, Most of the Govern-
ments in Australia seem to be powerless
against those who control finance. Currency
and credit have been restricted considerably
(luring thle last 12 months. Overdrafts have
been called up and generally unemployment
has been brought about because peopie en-
gaged in industrial enterprise and in pro-
duction have been unable to secure the
necessary credit with which to carry on their
operations. This Parliament will have to
consider that problem. The question of un-
employment is of vital importance here as
elsewhere. Unemployment is wbiord-wide.
NZo matter whether thle country, be protec-
tionist or free-trade, whether it be a white
man's or a black man's country, everywhere
the same spectre of uinemployment confronts,
the people. We have been told that in-
creased production will save the State; yet
it is remarkable that the potential wealth
producers in this and other countries are
walking thev lund looking for the right to
earn a living and] cannot be suitably placed
for the produetion of wealth. On the other
hand, there i., a superabundance of commodi-
ties for consumption, and consumers are
unable to buy the commnodities they need.
it this State much distress exists. There

are men, womenk and children who cannot
get suifficient food, because they have no in-
come. They are also suffering at shortage of
clothing. There is a surfeit of wool produc-
tiun, and y et any number of our kith and
kin cannot get sufficient clothes to
Coverl themselves. Many others are
without boots and yet the factories
are full of boots. I believe the time
will come when we shall have to tackle
the problem. 1) a system under which the
goods produced will bep distributed. Even
advocates of thle exisqting system must admit
that it is sol absolute failure. If it is not
a failure, why are there so many people out
of work? Throughout the world there arc
millions of people unemployed and likely
to ha unemployed for -years to coma. Re-
sponsible statesmen in England have said
that a million workers there will never get

a job again in their lifetime, What then can
lie said for the present social system?9

The Minister for Railways: The system
is the same in Italy and France and they
have not any unemployed.

Mr. HEGNEY: Tile conditions of the
workers in France cannot be compared with
those in Australia or in England.

Mr. lKemieally: In any event, it is only
post-war reconstruction which is keeping
peop~le there employed.

The -Minister for Railways; That does not
matter.

Mr. TKenneally: And France is getting the
grecatest benefit from the reparation pay-
ments.

Mr. McCallum: There are thousands of
people stariniig in Paris.

Mr, HEGNEY: Uniemployment is a prob-
1cm to which economists and statesmen the
world over will have to address themselves.
Mlany people try to holster uip the present
soci al system, but commonsense indicates
that under it unemployment w'ill always be
prevalent. Even at the best of times, there
aire numbers of men out of work for fairly
long periods, and some reconstruction of
society is necessary so that they will have
the rigit. toD a decent standard oif h'% ig
throughout the year. That would be pos-
sible if society were i'eorganised, but until
recently it was nobody's btusiness to succour
thle uinemploy* ed. Thle position is now be-
ronuing so acute that Governments must do
something to keep their people from starv-
ing. Hitherto there was said to be no obli-
gation onl private employers to succour men
who had been dismiissed. Now the obliga-
tion rests upon Governments, though they
have tried to reject it as no concern of
theirs. The fact is that Governments must
dv something, or the people will revolt
ag-ainst such conditions. Let me quote from
an address delivered before the Academy of
Political Science, Columbia University, and
the findings of a committee of the British
Liberal Party on the questions involved-

What are the causes of the discontent which
filds. expression in wasteful strife, or in still
niore wasteful restriction of effort and out-
put? The thinking workman makes five main
complaints against the existing industrial
system. First, for all his toil, it does not sup-
ply hini in inany cases with an income suffi-
cienit to give a comfortable livelihood for him-
self and his dependants, together with a mar-
gin for enjoyment and for saving.
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The second complaint is that industry
has failed to give him security of live-
lihood however eager and willing to
work he way be. Accident, a spell of sick-
ness , or a shortage of work due to no
fault of his own, may at any moment throw
him out of employment, use up his savings,
and inflict hardship and humiliation upon his
children. Of all these mnenaces unemploy-
ment is the most serious, and it inspires the
belief that there must he something wrong
with a social order ini which, amidst flaunt-
ing luxury, such insecurity haunts the life of
the worker.

The third complaint of the worker is that
the existing industrial order denies him the
status which seems proper for a free citizen.
fle may be dismissed at a week 's or a day's
notice, and thus deprived of his livelihood
without redress or appeal, perhaps for no
better reason than that he has offended an
autocratic foreman. While as a citizen, he
has an equal share in determining the most
momentous issues about which he may know
very little, in regard to his own work, on
which lie has knowledge, his opinion is sel-
dom asked or considered, and he has practi-
cally no voice in deternining the conditions
of his daily life, except in so far as trade
union action has secured it. Indeed, where
management is inefficient and autocratic, he
is frequently compelled to watch waste and
mistakes, of which lie is perfectly well aware,
without any right of intervention whatever,
and this despite the fact that when these
error! inane in diminishied business fnr the firm
concerned, he and not the management will
be the first to suffer hy short-time working,
or complete loss of employment.

The fourth complaint, according to the
Liberal committee's analysis, is knowledge
of the financial results of industry, and of
the division of its proceeds, is denied to the
worker; and of this he is becoming, increas-
ingly resentful. He has little moans Of judg-
ing to what extent lie is in fact participating
in the fruits of his own labours, or whether
or no he is getting a "square deal,'' and his
dissatisfaction with the existing order is pro-
portionately intensified.

The fifth complaint that the Liberal com-
mittee observed is the worker believes that
the products of industry arc unfairly divided
between capital and labour; that under the
capitalist system Society is divided into two
classes-a small class of masters who own the
means of production, or live luxuriously by
owning, and a huge class of workers who re-
ceive in return for their work only what they
can force the owners to pay. HL- blievvs tinqt
under such a system there can be for his
children no true equality of opportunity with
the children of more fortunate classes.

These are not the flndinnLs of Communists
Or SocialistN, hut the Opinions of mnelbers
of the committee of Liberals, who went into
the question. Th,-y contend that the posi-
tioni of the woikers is most insecure, and
that the wonst menace they have to face isl

that of unemployment. It is the duty of
Pairliament to endeav our to find work for
our people. I hope that before long the
Government wvill be able to bring down pro-
posals that will lead to work being made
available for the large body of men now
tramping the country. When he wats seek-
jn,- the suifrages of the people, the Premier
promised to find work for all who wanted it
I hope before long he will keep that pro-
inims2. Unfortunately in most of our indus-
tries employees are being retrenehed and the
position is being intensified.

Mr-. Sampson: Unfortunately it is world-
wide.

Mr. HLEGNEY: On the hustings the
Premier made a definite and unequivocal
promise to the electors. If any member
doubts that statement be has only to refer
to the Press reports when the Premier ap-
pealed to the electors.

Mr. IKenneally: He said that notwith-
standing the string-ency of the financial
position he would find work for all.

Mr. TIE NEY: The Premier said-

" So long has unemployment been rife that
the merchant is losing his business, the store-
keeper is losing his trade, and married men
who thought their position secure are being
dismissed. The scandalous and unnecessary
state of affairs is entirely due to bad manage-
ment by this so-called best of all Govern-
meats.

"If returned to power, I have promised to
find work for everybody in the State. This
is no extravagant statement. What I have
undertaken to do, T know I can do. I have
had three terms of office, one of them as Pre.
nier for five years. On each of the three occa-
sions my party were returned to clean up the
muddles caused by TLabour Governments, and
were invariably successful. Bet never before
has the State reached the shocking plight to
whichk the last Aix years of Labour mntuan-
agement has reduced it.

''Can any worker honestly approve of a
Glovernmuent that will guarantee wealthy trad-
ing companies to the extent of hundreds of
thousands of pounds, and yet refuse to find
one penny to relieve the distress of the unem-
ployed? Sympathy is all the Government can
offer them,' but fair words never yet satisfied
an empty stomach. Whatever credit we can
command, let it be used to help our own
4-itizemis.

"During the ifive ytars I led the Coalition
Governeirt from 1919 to 1.924, we had no
unemploc %id troujl;i antarvii, lilciple. E;'rv-
one was at work, prosperous and happy. They
were difficult times, those early post-war
yitnrs, her Press ind] public alik a~zre thint I
wrought wonders.
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'' By voting Nationalist, electors can ensure
Government without fear or favour, econom-
ical management, work and opportunity for
all, and a speedy return to prosperity.

Mr. Kenneally: And then the sequel.

Mr. Lannond: Which paper published
that?

Mr. HEGNEY: The " West Australian"
newspaper. It was the final appeal that
was being made by the then Leader of the
Opposition to the electors. It was an ap-
peal which induced many of the workers to
believe what the Premier said, and to vote
himn into office.

Mr, Sampson:. Rubbish.

Mr. HEGNEY: It may be rubbish to the
hon. member, but the Premier is called upon
to live up to his promise. Most of the peo-
ple who supported him, particularly the
workers, have been deceived and deluded by
this statement. It was contenided by the late
Government that unemployment had been
accentuated in this State by an influx of
people from the Eastern States and Southern
Europe. The Governor's Speech makes re-
ference to this and says that the most seri-
ous result has been a severe reaction against
employment, and although Western Aus-
tralia's condition has been sound internally,
the unmployment figures have been swollen
by a considerable influx of unemployed from
the Eastern States. During the elections
that statement was refuted. The Collier
Government said that people were coming
from the Eastern States and Southern
Europe and thus accentuating the unemploy-
meat position. Mfembers on the other side,
however, said that was only an apology for
the situation which had been created. Now
we find the very statement contained in the
Governor's Speech. I believe that the Min-
ister responsible for the unemployed is do-
ing his best to meet very difficult circum-
stances. We must nil do what we can to
tide over the situation. 'We know that he
is tied by the position of his leader, and that
the Premier in turn is tied by the financial
position. Many workers voted for the pre-
sent Government believing that if they-were
in charge of the country money would flow
more freely into it. They thought that whilst
Labour was in office people would not invest
their money here, but that with a change of
Government they would do so, and employ-
ment would thus be created. We find, how-

ever, that the present Government are just
as much a part of the system as the Labour
Government were, and that the people who
control the purse strings will not advance
money until they wish to do so. I will not
labour that point any longer. As regards the
Railway Department, when Labour camne into
office six years ago numerous locomotives
had been imported into the State. I think
the number was 33; and there was an agita-
tion in the Midland Junction Workshops,
and in some of the unions intereted, to have
rolling stock manufactured in Western Aus-
tralia. Eventually the Labour Government
decided to construct roiling stock at the Mid-
land Junction Workshops.

The Minister for Railways: The decision
was arrived at before then.

Mr. HEGNEY: We know that the cost
of constructing rolling stock was fairly high
then, and that the Railway Department had
been starved for a number of years on that
account. The agitation of the unions even-
tually resulted in the Government changing
their policy and having locomotives, manu-
factured at Midland Junction. Then it was
found that iii comparison with landed cost
a Class P engine cost £1,005 less to construct
in Western Australia. On a number of loco-
motives the saving to the State was large,
wvhile a fair amount of employment was
afforded to our skilled artisans. Moreover,
numbers of our youths were givena the op-
portunity to learn the trade. 1 hope that
tine present Minister for Railways will do
his utmost to see that anything that can be
Manufactured at MHidland Junction is manu-
factured there instead of being imported
from oversea. Employment has to be fou 'nd
for the me" at Midland Junction, who un-
doubtedly are skilled artisans. As regards
the construction of boilers I can speak with
authority, having worked in various Aus-
tralian locomotive workshops. Comparing
the boilers made at Midland Junction with
those imported from England, I say unhesi-
tatingly that the local workmanship is
superior.

The 'Minister for Railways: There is no-
thing wrong with the workmanship here.

Ur. IIEGNEY: As regards prn-duction of
locomotives at Midland Junction, a few
more portable machines are needed,
and then the cost will be reduced.
It is not a matter of ku..±a labour not being
able to reduce the cost, hut a question of
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machines. I know that finance affects the
position. However, I believe the Minister
for Railways will adopt the right policy.
My electorate is fairly diverse, comprising
mainly industrial workers who Jive in 'May-
lands, Bayswater, Bassendean2 Rivervale,
and Belmont. The other electors are en-
gaged in primary production, such as poul-
try raising and the supply of eggs to the
locaul market. They are also endeavouring
to establish an export trade in eggs. Num-
bars are engaged in producing bacon for the
local market. There is room for consider-
able expansion in that quarter, as Western
Australia imports large quantities of East-
ern States bacon. Probably some encourag-
wenit could be given with a view to substi-
tuting locally manufactured bacon for that
now imported from the East. Another
primary industry in my electorate is the
dried fruits industry, wvhieh just now is not
highly prosperous. Owing to legislation in-
troduced by the pre~ ions Government, the
industry is able to carry on. The wine-
growing industry, together with the Valencia
Wine Distilleries, is hard up against it, and
is enuleavouring to obtain an increase in the
proportion of its output that is put on the
local market. Poultry raising- is located
in South Belmont, Redeliffe, Beechboro,
Morley Park and Welshpool. Again, num-
erous people are engaged in the dairying
industry, supplying fresh milk and cream to
the local markets. Others are engag-ed in
the production of honey, and are seeking
legislation to organise the industry with a
view to an increase in the consumption of
honey. Another industry of importance to
many investing members, is the horse-
racing industry. I confess that T know no-
thing about horse-racing, and it is rather
remarkable that the racecvourses of Belmont
Park, Canining- Park, Helena Vale and Ascot
should all fall wvithin the boundaries of my
electorate. Occasionally when visiting a
racecourse I have noticed members from
either side of the 'House investing and seek-
ing to obtain good returns., A number of
important secondary industries are estab-
lished in the Mfiddle Swan electorate:. the
Gamingr Smith fertiliser works at Bas-
sendean, the fresco fertiliser works at
Welshpool, the -McKay Sunshine Harvester
works at MNay.,lands, 'MeGilvray's tannery,
W. & D. Fowler's general engineering works,
the Southern Cross Windmill Co., various
tile-making factories, and a sandalwood oil
factory at Belmont. The last named is one

of only three establishments of the kind in
the world. This factory exports sandalwood
oil. As the hour is getting late I shall. cur-
tail my remarks. However, there was one
question of outstanding importance during
the M1iddle Swan election. I refer to the
construction of a bridge across the river to
connect Belniont and Bayswater.

The Minister for Railways: Why Bays-
water?

Mr. RIEGNE : Because Bayswater and
Belmont are in the Middle Swvan electorate.

The 'Minister for Railways: Oh!
Mr. HEGNEY: Residents of mny elec-

torate have no other means of crossing to
Belmont except going to Maylands or to the
Guildford electorate. On the Causeway
there is considerable congestion, and many
accidents have happened there. Undoubt-
edly a new gateway to the city is required.
The estmated cost of constructing a new
causeway is about a quarter of a million
pounds. The financial situation seems to
piut that out of the question for the present.
An alternative would be to construct a
bridge across the river somewhere-person-
ally I am not concerned where, so long as it
is the right place. Strings should not be
pulled as to the site of the bridge. Prob-
ably the bridge would serve all needs for the
n2ext .35 years. Its site, I repeat, should be
(determnined not in the interests of any par-
tu-ular individuals, hut from the aspect of
serving thle best interests of the people.
Therefore I hope that when the finances
look up-perhaps not this year, but within
a year or two-the Government will give
attention to the matter. As regards tramn-
way facilities, I have already spoken
to the Minister, and I f ully under-
stand that there cannot ibe tramwajy ex-
tension at the present Juncture. Both the
extensions, I h1ave mientioned to him are tin-

portent-hie Beaufort-street extension of
about a third of a mile, and a similar exten-
sion from Ferguson-street on the 'Maylauds
,side. I hope that a little later, when the
fiancial horizon has brigzhtened, the-se ex-
tensions will be taken in hand, There are a
number of roads in the Middle Swan ee-
Imrate that van be termed developmental
roads. They serve a number of people en-
g~aged in primary production, who conduct
piiggeries. dairies, and poultry farrms. They
want decent roads to afford them an oppor-
tunity of 41uc'k access, to the m~trol inlitan
itttLkets. PGovernment-road, which1 estmiid.&
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fromt Ba.,eitdeani amouid the northern part
and cr0-sing HeeeIboro-road is one, and
anothier road is [fiat which goes arounid
Citvershit i and the northern portion of the
district. TIhe time will come when the Alin-
inter wvill probaly he looking for avenues
tot thle sperding of money onl developmental
roads as, a means of providing employment
for nmarried Inca. When that time comes, he
ray he able to give (oilsideration to the
reads1 I mnino. Then there ar, Benari
anud [I'auhoe roads; in the Bassendean dis-
tric't, whlir' nieed attention. They were
affected by the diversion of traffic from the
main Mioads onl account of the floods at Cav-
ri-sham. Those roads were constructed to
assist the settlers and have been cut tip coll-
sidevrahly by the heavy hiatfic that was
diverted onl that occasion. It is seven years
sinve the [vanhuc-road wvts constructed, and
at, that timte the Government subsidised
itniev made available by Ilandowners for
tli p~urpose Of Constructing a developmental
road to serve the primary producers. As
the road was not constructed solidly, it was
quickly affected bly the heavier trafi There
fire one or two other points I wish to raise.
The school at Bayswvater is overcrowded
and there is great need for extensions there.
About .5004 children attend the school and I
hope chat before long the Minister for Ejdo-
cation will be able to give his approval for
the erection of sufficient accommodation to
adequately htouse all the children.' Another
matter that will have to be tackled sooner
or litter relates to the Rivervale crossing.
Not long ago a serious accident was nar-
lowly nverted there when 20 people in a
bus escaped losing their lives. It is a dan-
gerous crossing on a main road, and a sub-
way should be constructed there. That is
not at qutestioni affecting the people of Mid-
dIle Swan only, because it affects the people
generally. The works 1 have mentioned are
such that the Government might well coll-
sider undertaking them in order to relieve
unemnploymnent. I have nothing mole to
say on the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply except to thank hon.
members for the courteous hearing they have
givetn me.

O)il motion by 'Mr. Thorn debatte adjoutrned.

Housve adjourned at 10.34 p.m.

ILcgslattve Council,
J/iur'day, 1111, SVeptfeinber, i930.

Qiwetion: mdtra ar 4ly... .. .. ..

The IPRESIDENT took
p.m., and read prayers.
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the Chair at 4.30

QUESTION-MINISTERIAL SALARY.

Hon,. 0. FRASER asked the Minister for
Country WVater Supplies: 1, Is he aware
that the Hot,, the Chief Secretary has ap-
plied to the Arbitration Court to increase
the hours of certain unionists employed in
his department, from forty-four to forty-
eight per week, on the ground of financial
stringency at the Treasury? 2, Is9 he also
aware that the Holl. the Chief Secretary
at the smile tune continues to practise his
profession as a barrister in the Supreme
Court? 3, Will the salary of the Hon. the
Chief Secretary, in his ministerial capacity,
he reduced by the amount he earns by prac-
tising his profession?~

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Y'es. He is engaged in winding up) his
practice. and will in any event retire at the
end of the present lawv term. 3, No.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Elev~entjh Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [4.33]:
May I first joitn with others in offering you,
Sir, my congratulations on the high honour
His -Majesty the King has been pleased to
confer upont you, an honour that is justly
deserved. I am very pleased to ktnow that
His Majesty has recognised your splendid
services, not only to the State, but also to
the Empire. With other members I regret
that we have lost a colleague in the late
31r-. J1. R. Brown, whol wits a most lovable
matil. I humbly offer ity condolences to his
relatives. 'I wish to congratulate the new
members we have amongst us and I hope,
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